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sil less numerous, were at this moment his re 
opponents in the body. Still he had ex- 
rienced personal kindness from all, as he knew 
is colleagae had also; and should they now strive 
jo make all unhappy by their personal or local col- 
jjsions? He would not lead in such a course, and, 
if compelled to follow, it would be with reluctance 
ret. 
Pane never charged Federalism upon his 
lleagae, nor had he charged Abolitionism upon 
pis party, notwithstanding their course in the last 
hesislature. He was not in the habit-of characte- 

‘ing mea or parties by names, as epithets. He 
hose to state facts, and let conclusions follow. 
His colleague had referred, with some triumph, to 

litical revolution in the State. As a fact, he 
sould state that that revolution brought into office 
and place a Lieutenant Governor, who was an 
Abolitionist, as far as his responses to the Abolition 
committee could make him one. Yet he was not 
disposed, even upon that fact, to pronounce the 
whole party Abolitionists, nor would he doso. He 
preferred to let acts and principles and associations 
determine these points, as he did, who were Demo- 
crats and who were Federalists. The truth and 
the facts were his material reliance for himself and 
his friends. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he would take the ex- 
planation of his colleague, as he thought the va- 
iation was Of no material importance. He coin- 
‘ded in the sentiment that this was not the proper 
place for political explanations between himself 
and colleague. His colleague, some years since, 
jn his usual complacent way, told him that as to 
heir political differences, their common constituents 
ould settle that question. They have settled it, 
nd settled it three times over. They have pro- 
ounced their opinion of this destructive Admuinis- 

tion, and of the Sub-Treasury bill, which, in his 

to get it through this body, the patriotic 
wal of the chairmaa of the Committee on 
Finance had impellel him to override the 
common courtesies of legislat.on. The per- 
onal relations of himself and his colleague had 
ways been of a friendly nature, and on his part 
they should continue so; but he was not to be read 
eclures to by his colleague, and it was not neces- 
ary to remind him of their personal relations. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was aware of his tres- 
pass upon the feelings of the Senate in again 
hrowing himself before it. He rose toreply to a 
ingle remark of his colleague, and but one; and 

did that because he was convinced, without an 
rplanation, that remark would be misunderstood 
nd misconstrued to the prejudice, as well of his 
colleague as himself. 


The remark to which he alluded was, that he 
had been wanting in courtesy in his action in rela- 
lion to the Independent Treasury bill. If his col- 
league referred to courtesy to the Senate, as to- 
wards those who were members of the body when 
that bill was acted upon, he had to say to him 
that those were points he could not discuss with 
im; that the Senate, asit was atthe time, and 
hose who were Senators at the time, were his 
judges as to the propriety or impropriety of his 
ourse upon the passage of the bill in question. If 

ty of those gentlemen, who were his co-actors 
aod his witnesses, had charges to make against 
bum fer the mannerin which his duties were dis- 
harged in relation to that measure, it would be 
his duty, as it would his pleasure, to listen to them, 
tndto admit their justice or show their injustice, 
as the facts might warrant; but by others he could 
hot be called to account for his courtesy, or want 
of it, to them. 

If his colleague intended to charge want of cour- 
sy towards himself, as he, Mr. W. was informed, 
that charge had been made by friends of his col- 
; at the seat of Government of their State, 
itwas proper that the @enate, and their common 
constituents, should understand upon what founda- 
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tion such a charge must rest, and upon what facts 
it must be susiained, if sustained atall. To make 
thatexplanation was his present object. 

The bill in question finally passed the Senate on 
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will only consult the journals of this body, they 


| cannot entertain one solitary doubt that the most 


beneficial results have already been produced. Is 


| itnota fact that the very memorial offered this 


Thursday of the week, he believed the 231 day of | 


January last. The order for engrossment was 
madeffoa the Friday previous. By the mail which 
arrived from the North, on the evening of Satur- 
day, the 25th of January, he received from his 
colleague a letter, dated at the Astor House, in the 
city of New York, on the 23d day of the mon h, 
the very day on which the bill finally passed the 
Senate. This letter gave him the first information 
of the ill health of his colleague, aad of his hav- 
ing been de‘ained by sickness, when on his way to 
take his seate here. The letter contained a request 
from his colleague to himself to have the final ques- 
tion upon this bill postponed, until ae could be in 
his place. Ina few moments after the letter reached 
his hands, he learned that the same conveyance 
which brought the letter to him, brought also his 
colleague to the city. 

These are the facts. He had spoken of dates 
fiom memory, but believed he was not mistaken. 
And under this state of fac's he was well informed 
that a friend of his colleagne had reported at 
Albany that this request had been made from his 
colleague to him, and that he had refused the 
delay asked for. He would not suspect his col- 
league of having been instrumental in giving ex- 
istence or circulation to the falsehood, but, without 
this explanation, those who had heard the state- 
ment, and should see the remark of his colleague 
to which he was now replying, would be likely to 
connect the present charge of want of courtesy, 
with this story of the letter; and to all, such his 
silence under the charge would be considered as an 
admission ef its truth, and of its applicability to 
the report referred to. To prevent that conse- 
quence to his colleague or himself, was his present 
object, and having aecomplished that, he had 
nothing more to say. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he intended no allu- 
s'on to his letter in ihe remarks he had made, nor 
was any statement ofthe kind, mentioned by his 
colleague, made «n his r. T’s) authority. He 
acknowledged that the letter reached) Washington 
the same evening as he did bimeelf. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked, that he wished to 
say a few words upon this subject, and the Senate 
might rest assured that they should be but few at this 
hour of the day—(4 o’clock, p.1n.) He deeply 
regretted that this debate had so unnecessarily 
arisen. He was of opinion that it was better to let 
well enough alone, than further to agitate this ex- 
citing question. Bata debate had arisen, and had 
arisen in consequence of the presenta'ion of a me- 
morial to the Senate by tke honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] upon the subject of 
domestic slavery and the slave trade; and instead 
of disposing of that memorial according to the 
well established practice of the Senate, an extra- 
ordinary discussion had grown out of its present- 
ment, which, for one, he deeply regretted. But so 
it was; and he could not now permit this debate to 
end, and the question to be put to rest, at this time, 
without replying to some observations which had 
been made by Senators, touching the course 
which some of his particular friends, and 
a porton of the delegation from his own 
State in the other House, had recently ta- 
ken upon the resolution presented by an hono- 
rable member from the State of Maryland upon this 
disturbing subject. He was satisfied with the 
course which the Senate had-adopted for its guid- 
ance in relation to this description of memorials; 
and he was weil assured that the peopie perfectly 
well understood the necessity, propriety, and effect, 
of the rule of practice} which had been adopted for 
the action of this body upon Abolition petitions. 
That rule had, in his judgment, produced the most 
happy and quieting results; and, for one, he would 
not feel disposed, unnecessarily, to interfere there- 
with. What have been the results? If Senators 


| Sion? 


| passed, 


morning isamong the very few which have found 
their way to this chamber during the present ses- 
How was it formerly?) How was it before 
the adoption of the rule? Not a morning, scarcely, 
but memorials following memorials, 
asking for the abolition of Slavery, were pressed 
upon the consideration of the Senate. 

Such, then, bad been the effect most distinctly 


| experienced under the rule of practice already 


| adopted. 


What is the practical operation of the 
rule? Are the petitions read? Are they printed? 
Are they referred?) No. In truth, whether they 
ever find their way to, the Secretary’s table, is 
doubted by some. The question to receive is not 


| directly put, but a sideway movement is made at 


once to lay upon the table the motion to receive, so 


as to prevent all debate, and thus ends the matter, 
|} and it may be asked, what earthly benefit do these 


memorialists now realize from sending these Abo- 
lion memorials to the Senate?) None. The Senate, 
by their action, most emphatically say they wil! not 


|| act upon them; that these memorialists ask fora 
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ee 


redress of giievances, which are imaginary, not 
real, in no way afiecting them, and with which 
they, in truth, have no concern. The Senate say 

that these memorialis's ask for that which it would 
be dangerous to the peace, harmony, and perpetuity 
of the Union, to consider. They therefore, unhes:- 
tatingly, so dispose of them as in effect to 
prevent all consideration and action upon them 

This is now the course of the Senate upon Aboli- 
tion memorials; and, as he had before observed, 
the effect had been most salutary. It had pre- 
vented all agitation here upon this subject; and 
agitation was what was desired, was what was 
even declared to be a desirable object; and, as de- 
bate end discussion could not now arise under the 
rule of practice of the Senate, as now understood, 
Abolition memorialists had almost entirely ceased 
to press their complaints here in this branch ot 
Congress. He perfectly agreed with the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] that there was no 
diversity of opinion among the States of New 
England as to the constitutional right of the slave- 
holding States to maintain their domestic institu- 
tions undisturbed. The sentiment was general, if 
not universal, in his section of the Union, that it 
would be a flagrant usurpation of power, and a 
gross vio'ation of the Censtitution, to interfere 
directly or indirect!y with this right of property ia 
the slaveholding States. Slavery there exists; 
and it is not the feeling cf New England, 
as far as he was advised, to take any course 
which should disturb the relation subsisting between 
master and slave. New England has no system of 
involuntary bondage sanctioned by her laws; and 
the Senator of Kentucky is right when he says that 
there is no general disposition in the North to inter- 
fere with the rights of property, as they exist in the 
South. But he differed altogether with the Senator 
as to the course which these petitions ought to take. 
He differed with him entirely as to the effect pro- 
duced upon the public mind by the discussion, or 
by the agitation, in any form, of this question here. 
Nothing, in his judement, tended more to alarm 
the fears, and to disturb the tranquillity of the 
slaveholer, than debate upon these Abolition peti- 
tions in either branch of Congress. 

Nothing, ia his judgment, tended more to give 
encouragement, and to inspire confidence among 
the leading Northern Abolitionisis themselves, than 
a discussion upon their memorials. And he, anzious 
for peace within our borders, lamented the debate which 
had recen ly taken place in the Houre of Repre- 
sentatives upon Abolition petitions. 

The debate, in his jadgment, was uacalled for, 
and ill-advised. It could do no good; it might pro- 
duce great evil in the North, if not im the South. 
The resolutions offered at the last session in the 
House of Representatives, by his friend Mr. 
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Aruerton, had been offered to quiet the public || out the District, they will not take them for legisla- || upon the other side, the Senate is bound to Teceive xual 
mind upon this distracting subject, to p:event ex- tive action. This is all; aud had he, at the lime, every memorial, coming from whom it may, and 
citement, and to show to the South that the Northern been a member of the House of Rep esentatives, || asking for what it may; otherwise the right of pes acet 
feeling was generally opposed to any acion by under existing circumstances, he should have voted || tition is impaired. If the right of petition impl es ee 
Congress upon Abolition petitions. ‘These resolu- as the majority of the delegation from his State || an absolute and unqualified obligation to receive In! 
tions, thus presented, and forsuch an object, de- voted upon the resolution offered to the House by || does it not follow, with equal force, that the right article 
signating merely the n.ode of disposing of this class the honorable member from Maryland, [Mr. Joun- || imposes a corresponding obligation to consider and meast 
of memorials, had met with the most delermined son.] He would have done this as the only course to aci? : ects i 
opposition from every quarter. That oppvsition || Jett him, in order to put to rest this agitating ques- || ‘If this general right of petition is, thus abridged rity M 
was not confined to the non-slaveholding States. tion; and, in doing thus, he could not have supposed | then it follows that, at all events, and under any ia the 
They met with a most extraordinary opposition for as ngle moment that he was thereby abridging || circumstances, Abolition petitions coming Up here dress 
from another quarter. The author, in the North, the general right of petit.on. In his opiaion, it was and all others, must not only be received, but con. The! 
had been vilified as the destroyer of the right cf |] due to the interests of the public to put this ques- sidered and acted upon by the body to Which they munil! 
petition. He was charged at home, within the tion to rest—to stop debate, and to avoid action | may be addressed. The Legistature of his own pating 
limits of his native State, with having, by a shame- || upon this subject. He, therefore, was free to say || State had, on frequent occasions, given such an ex. \peact 
ful dereliction of public duty, prostrated and ren- || that he entirely approved the course which his || pression of their own opinion as relieves him and vedres 
dered of no effect one of the dearest rights cf the friends in the other House had seen fit to take; and his friends from all diffculty and embarrassmenton from | 
po That charge he had met, feariessly met, |} he eate tained no doubt that their course would be || this question. — all th 

efore his people; and that people had recently approved by their constituency. His own course, | His own State had so repeatedly, through her Cong 
passed a commentary upon his course, most grati- || since he had been a member of Congress, upon the || Legislature, declared the palpable injustice of any this a 
fying to his feelings. They had returned upon || subject of Abolition pe itions, was well known at | action by Congress upon the subject of slave. does t 
the issue a verdict with which he has every || home, and well understood here. He had been in } ry, as itexists in this District, unrequested by its thing 
reason to be satisfied. Gentlemen from sjave- favor of that proposition which contemplated || ivhabitants,thathe could not, nor could his friends in wise 
holding States fiad denounced Mr. Artner- |] the least possible disturbance of this agitating | the other House, for a moment believe, that by his ply th 
TON’S resolutions as wholly inefficient, and de- subject. His language had been, ‘ Hands || and their course upon the subject of Abolition pe- ence, 
structive of Southern rights. The resolutions |} off.” Let this whole matter alone. No po } titions, he and they were depriving them of one of thing 
were presented for the purpose he had stated, and || sible good could result: if, by entertaining the | their dearest rights. How is this dectrine attemp:- so fal 
contemplated the adoption of a rule of practice in petitions of the Abolition memorialists—even if || ed to be supported? It is said that this sacred right obser 
relation to this class of memorials, precisely similar Congress should carry into effect the prayer of || of petition is expressly guarantied by the first arti- whicl 
in eff.ct to that what has been in use in the Senate, these memorialists, and s'avery should be even | cle of amendments to the Constitution of the United peliti 
and from which much benefi', in his judgment, had abolished in the District of Columbia, there would || States. In his judgment, thatarticle hasno particular relief 
already resulted. Experieace has shown that, so || not be one slave theless. His opinion had been, and || bearing whatever upon the question. This right, cisel} 
violent was the opposition to the resolutions, by |] still was, agitate not this question. Leet this sub- } as it now exists, so it has existed long before the Cong 
some ‘rom the slaveholding States themselves, ject alone, had been his appezl at home, his doc- |! Constitution itself was formed. What is the arti- tion. 
it was rendered altogether impracticable to re-enact trine here. It concerns not those who send up to || cle to which reference has been made? peop 
them at the present session for the guidance of the || the Senate, periodically, their petitons. If || ‘Congress shall make no law respecting an esta- petiti 
House of Representatives. A month of angry and grievances exist, arising from the institutions of do- || blishmentof religion, or prohibiting the free exer- the 11 
useless debate in that branch of Congress, gave dis- mestic slavery, they cannot effect those States in || cise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or to gr 
tinct evidence that some thing must be done, and which no such inst tutions are established. If || of the press, or cf the right of the people peaceably Si 
done without delay, to give tranquillity to the pab- || slavery be a great moral evil, Jet that evil be con- || to assemble and to petition the Government for a slatu 
lic mind. And what wasto bedone? Would ithave || fined to the region where it is tolerated. If rights redress of grievances.” fife 
answered further to delay, and put off action upon |} exist, growing out of the relation, he would notia- || Now, he utterly denied, that by the course he yer | 
the all important public business before that branch terfere therewith. In no sense, in his judgment, | had pursued here, or by the course his friends had lieve 
of Congress—would it have, answered longer to can the Abolitionists cf the North be justified in || pursued elsewhere, thathe or they were lending tion 
have consumed the public time, and to have ex- their unhallowed efforts—efforts tending to destroy | their aid in the passage of any Jaw abridging the zen 
hausted the public Treasury, in offering and dispos- || the r ghts of property, and tending to rend a-under || freedom of speech or of the press, or to prevent lishe 
ing of those memorials, asking for the abolition of |) this Confederacy. He would now say to the non- | the peop'e peaceably assembling together to ask seen 
slavery, as they mightoccasionally be presented? || slaveholding communities—es he had repeatedly | the Government for a redress of grievances. He- duat 
Was a course like this to be tolerated? Sure he was, before said—let this whole matter alone. | would go 9s far as he who would go farthest sente 
that the response of his own State would most em- And is he obnoxious, or are his particular friends || against the passage of all such laws. He was ut gres 
phatically be, No! And for what object was oppo- in the House, who voted fom Mr. Jonnson’s reso- || terly and absolutely opposed to any such legisia- Stat 
sitton made to the adoption of any rule of practice lution, obnox ous to the charge of abridging the tion. How, then, bas he, or hoy have his friends fer, 
which would, in effect, dispose of Abolition me- || general right of petition by the course pursued? || in the other House, by his and their course of con- ing 
morials, when offered without any debate or de- How has he, or how have they, impaired that |; duct upon these memorials, exposed themselves to th's 
finite action. To save, it was said, the right of |] right? No manis more in favor ot the righ's of the || the charge of impairing the general right of peti- Ma 
petition—to protect this high privilege of the citizen. people than himself; and this right of petition, he || tion?—a right well understood by his people, anda hold 
He utterly denied that the general right of petition || believes, is one of their dearest righ's. But how || right which he would not disturb or abridge—a fore 
was impaired under the rale of practice, as adopted has he impaired that right? Does it follow because } right which, he rejoiced to add, was so universally ther 
by both the House and the Senate at the last, or that he, in the exercise of a sound discretion, || enjoyed, and which could be so properly exeicised kno 
as established by the House at its present, session, || sees fit to withhold a petition sent him from } by the freemen of this country. — y td posi 
in relation tothe mede of disposing of Abolition me- his constituent, that he th+reby abridges the | Mr. ParesineEnt: I rise to participate in this ce- mu 
morials. That general right remains undisturbed, right of that constituent? Vo: not in the least. ba’e, so far only as the question is supposed to1n- stea 
untouched, by this recent act of the House of Re- || The constituent has a clear, undispated right to || volve the right of petition, and the policy of our stl 
presentatives. The Arwerron resolutions and the || send his memorial here; but does it follow that the || action here, in reference to that view of the sutject. Sia 
recent rule have the same general object in view— || Representative is bound, at all hazards, to present | The honorable Senators, from Massachusetts, tial 
to prevent debate—to save all action upon this it; or does it follow that the body to which it is ad- } [Mr. Wessrer,] and from New York, (Mr. Tatt- in ¢ 
particular class of petitions. It was not believed, || dressed is bound, at all events, to receive it? Not || mapce,] seem to regard a refusal by Congress to cha 
or even supposed by any one, that undereither rule |} so. The Representatve and the body must act the presentment of petitions for the aboliion of ! 
the House would bestow the least consideration || upon his and their responsibility. Would it be || slavery,as an infrection of that right, whilst the wo 
upon these petitions—ihey were to meet'the same || said that he was bound to present a petition, com- || honorable Ser ator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] has, ous 
fate there, that they experienced here—they were ing from his constituents, asking for the aboli- || witk his accustomed eloquence, and much piausi- q 
in no sense to be received for any purpose of le- || tion of slavery in the State of Virginia?—a request || bility, expressed his apprehension that the people of j 
gislative action—they were, without reading, with- undermining the foundations of this Governmeni? ,| of the South, in claiming even their rights here no 
out printing, without referring, to receive their Can it be contended that the Senate would be with too fastidious exaction, may diminish their pet 
quictus; and, mystify this matter as you may, this || bound to receive such a petition? No. The Abo- || friends in the North, by permiitzng the Abolitioa- tics 
was the sum and substance of the action of both |] litionist himself would hardly contend for this. ists the advantage of involving, with their primary fro 
Houses of Congress in relation to Abolition petitions. || There is, then, of necessity, some limitation to this || question, the more popular one of the right of peti- to 
Batin no way is the general right of petition thereby || right of petition. | ton, and that many will p:obably make common | 
impaired, nor, in trath, is the particular right of peti- He would not deny to his constituent theexistence || cause on the right of petition, and persist in asseft- te 
tion upon the self same subjects, thereby infringed. of this right in its broadest sense; but the Representa- | ing that principle here, who would not concur in an 
Both the Senate and the House have distinctly in- |] tive has not only a duty to perform to his immediate the particular proposition on which this right is 80 ac 
dicated that they will not consider—that they will || constituents, but to the country. The petitioner frequently debated. . tai 
not act upon—these memorials; and this is all they || may ask for that which it would be most dangerous I propose a brief discussion of there two qlcs- in 
say. They take away no right of petition—they |} to the peace and security of the Union to grant. || tions; and first, as to the right of petition. lai 
do not thereby prevent the people from assembling || Should a petition of this character be received and The following is the amendatory article of the pr 
and asking, at any time, for a redress of griev- || considered? The Representative, and the body to || Constitution of the United’States, in which the pr 
ances. They distinctly say that, as far as itrespects |} whom the memorial shall be addressed, must ex- || right is said to be secured: : th 
ee asking for the abolition of slavery in the || ercise their own discretion and judzment. If the “Arr. 1. Congress shall pea no law respecting ge 

istrict of Columbia, coming from persons with- || doctrine be correct, as contended for by Senators || an establishment of religioff, or prohibiting the free pe 
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exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 

, or of the press; or the right of the people 

aceably to assemble and to petition the Govern- 
ment for a redress of grievances.” 

In respect to the right of petition, what does this 
article propose? It dozs not atiem;t to specify the 
measure, or the extent of the right, or to what sub- 
jects it shall appertain. It does not attempt to spe- 
cify what are the duties and obligations of Congress 
in the reception of petitions, or the measure of re- 
dress which Congress may, can, or shall afford. 
The right secured by this article is simply an im- 
munity on the part of the people from any law ema- 
nating from Congress abridging the popular rights 
“peaceably to assemble and petition Government for 
redress of grievances.” Whilst Congress abstains 
from making any such prohibitory law, are not 
all the obligations which this article imposes upon 
Congress duly respscted? It must be observed that 
this article contains no grant of power to Congress; it 
does not enlarge the sphere of its duties—it brings no- 
thing within the jurisdiction of Congress not other- 
wise conferred by the Constitution; it does not mullti- 

ly the subjec's on whtch it is permitted to give audi- 
ence, induige debate, or grant relief. No such 
thing. It is prohibitory and restrictive on Congress, 
so far as power and jurisdiction are concerned. It 
observes entire silence as to the several subjects on 
which the people may rightfully and appropriately 

tition the ‘*Government” of the United States for 
relief. These unquestionably must remain pre- 
cisely as if this prohibitory article on the powers of 
Congress had never been inserted in the Constitu- 
tion. What criterion, then, is furnished to the 
people for the appropriate exercise of their right of 
petition? Js not the answer obviously found in 
the inquiry as to what Government has the power 
to grant redress? 

Suppose the grievance complained of be the 
slatute of Massachusetts recently known as the 
“fifteen gallen law.” Will any constitutional law- 
yer contend, or does the most ignorant citizen be- 
lieve, that the article of the United Srat+s Constitu- 
tion above quoted has conferred a right on the cilti- 
zen to come here by petition to have that law abo- 
lished? The answer to such a proposition would 
seem to me so manifest as to leave no room for 
dvatt on the subject. If such petition were pre- 
sented, what should be not only the right of Con- 
gress, but its respectful dufy toward a sovereign 
State? Should we permit ourselves to receive, re- 
fer, report, and debate the propriety of our assum- 
ing to correct the legislation of Massachusetts on 
this subject? May some half dozen citizens of 
Massachueetts come here and claim, as of right, to 
hold the sovereignty of that State in abeyance be- 
fore Congress for weeks, and months, and years tege- 
ther, on such a subj:ci, which every citizen feels and 
knows we have no jursdiction of? Butif the pro- 
position appears unreasonable in this aspect, how 
much greater its enormity, when the measure, in- 
stead of being proposed by citizeas of Massachu- 
solls, protesting against the grievances of their own 
Siate Jaws, it should turn out that this mal-adminis- 
tiation of affairs there was sought to be corrected 
in Congress, on the p-tition of some score of bac- 
chaualians from the shore of the Mississippi? 

As I would act, and as I believe the Senate 
would act in such a case, so, in my judgment, they 
ought to act in this. 

This, Mr. Presideat, is emphatically a question 
of jurisdiction, and the rejection of such petition as 
how presented does not assail or invade the right of 
petition, The whole scope and extent of the poli- 
ical Rigut of petition, is the right to ask redress 
from that Government or tribunal having the power 
lo giant relief. 

Common sense, as well as legal and cons'itu- 
tional rules, prescribe this as an essential principle, 
and necessary limitation to the right of petition. If 
a citizen of the United States was desirous to ob- 
lain a patent rght of protection to a mechanic 
invention, to be used in the kingdom of Great Bri- 
lain, would he, as a matier of common sense and 
propriety, pecition that Goveroment or this for the 
Protection? If acitizen of the United Siates, of 
the Catholic faith, desired some spiritual indal- 
gence from the church, would he petition the pa- 
pal power of Rome, or this Federal Government? 
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If it were desired by the citizens of New York to 
have some new regulation in respect to their public 
markets—or on the subject of lamp-lighting the 
streets of that city—is there any among them who, 
through ignorance, or in pretending to assert the 
right of petiton, would come here for redress ot 
such grievances? Do any cilizens of our country, 
seeking to recover debts owing to them by other 
citizens, ever assert their right of petition so un- 
advisedly as to ask the judgment of Congress to 
award that redress? All must accord a negative 
response to these propositons, and the reason must 
as obviously occur to all: namely, in seeking either 
favor or redress, the petitioner perceives and acts 
upon the necessify to present his solicitations where 
the power is vested to grant what is asked for. 

I readily admit, that in a complex system of Go- 
vernment, there may be evils, for the redress of 
which intelligent citizens might mistake the tribu- 
nal or anthority to which they should apply. Nay, 
furiher, that the departments or tribunals themselves 
might hones'ly mistake their own power, and 
wrongfully granl or withhold relief. But the diffi- 
culty of distinguishing the appropriate tribunal, 
having power to grant relief, does not change the 
principles of the question. And this rule is par- 
ticularly true of the Government of the United 
States, which is of limited jurisdiction. Itis not 
for the Goverment to palter with pretensions to ju- 
risdiction, when itis asceitained not to be within 
its granted powers. There should be no affected 
courtesy to those who would besiege this Senate 
into the assertion of unauthorized power, at the 
expense of prostrating the sovereignties who send 
us here—and particularly on a question, the right 
to legislate on which has been so often disclaimed 
on all sides, and in which opinion all here concur. 

But further, to illustrate this question of juris- 

diction in contradistinction to the right of petition, 
it may be observed that all eur citizens practically 
understand the duplicate fourm of their Govern- 
ment, and readily distinguish the general and ex- 
clusive powers that appsrtain to their Sta'e Go- 
vernment from those which belong to the United 
States Government. Every citizen knows that the 
great body of the laws that prescribe his rights and 
duties asa member of society, and the rules and 
regulations that control his right and title to pro- 
perty, emanate from his own Siate Legislature; 
and it seldom occurs (and perhaps has never oc- 
curred) that a petition is presented here which so 
mistakes its proper direction as to ask relief of this 
Government in matters respecting which the peti- 
tioner’s State Covernment alone possessed the 
power to grant relief. And itis perhaps sull more 
remarkable that neither ignorance or impertinence 
has ever perpetrated a petition by citizens of a 
State to their cwn State Legislature, asking the 
abolition of any law or institution in another State. 
Every citizen of the slaveholding States, if in- 
quired of why slavery does not exist in Massa- 
chusetts, will answer, because it is proscribed or 
abolished by the Government and laws of that 
State, And every citizen of the non-slaveholding 
States, if inquired of why slavery does exist in 
Mississippi, will as readily answer, the institution 
is established and permitted by the Government of 
Mississippi. Up to this point, and to this extent, 
al: mast understand the matter alike. Now, sup- 
pose the citizens of the South should commence, 
by petitions, to imporiune Congress to establish 
slavery throughout the States ot New England. 
Has New England a Senator here whose consti- 
tueats could be induced to believe Congress had 
the power to grant such petitions? And has New 
England a Senator here, or c tizen at home, who 
would not feel himself insulted, and the rights and 
sovereignty of his State wantonly outraged, by 
incessant importunities here of this character? 
Would they defend the monstrous presumption cf 
such imporiunities, and demand your respectful 
deference to their claims, on the ground that such 
was.the right of petition? If such be the right, let 
us note its bearings in a case which might aptly 
arise on the same article of the Constitution, from 
which, it is said, this extent of the right of petition 
is deduced. 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an esta- 
blishment of religion,” &c. A petition is presented 


| to legislate upon. 
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| ty so believe and regard it. 
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by the Baptist association of North Carolina, pray- 
ing Congress to establish their creed and tatth as 
the national religion, and abolish all others. A 
Senator having such petition in charge, states its 
import, and proposes its prescmtment. Its reception 
is objected to, because it seeks of Congress that 
which the Constitution forbi's Congress te grant or 
But the advocates of this ex- 
tended right of petition, rise and answer: “We ad- 
mit Congress has no power to grant the prayer of 
tke petition, ‘or to make any law respecting it. 
But the same article of the Constititution pre- 
scribes also that Congress shall make no law * * * 
abridging the * * right of the people peaceably to 


| assemble, and to petition the Government fora 


redress of grievances;’ and we consider, first, the 
petitioners have a right to regard the provisions 
of the Constitution, interdicting Congress the 
power to establish national religion, as a ‘grievance;’ 
secondly, we are bound to lieten to it, asa griev- 
ance rightfully complained of, though we are 
sworn to maintain it, as nota grievance; thirdly, 
we are bound to proceed with the preliminary 
formr of legislation, as if to grant redress, though 
we all kaow and acknowledge our oaths to sup- 
port the Constitution as no ‘grievance’ in this be- 
half, compels us to deny redress. We therefore 
cannot conslilutionally reject this petiticn, till all 
this solemn mockery is gone through with, in order 
to preserve the right of petition. Toe right to 
have these ceremonial preliminaries of legisla'ion 
dispensed to the petitioners is secured to them as 
the vital principle of the right of _ petition. 
The fetitioners knew, before coming here, the 
Constitation denied us the power to grant the 
‘redress’ sought. It is presumed, therefore, they 
petitioned with no expectation of redress. And 
we are bound to conclude, that knowing the'r 
rights, and our power in this respect, they are 
merely asserting the right of petition, by way of a 
healthful poliucal exercise. Thus we regard this 
sacred right. A rightin this case, secured by the 
Constitution, to seek its destraction. A right 
which binds us as priests to minister at the sacn- 
ficial alter, though pre-obliged to save the victim. 
Finally, a right in this, and like cases with>ut 
remedy, but yet a profound and sacred right.” 
New, I ask of those who reason thus here, if 
they have heard the like logic at home from any 
of their constituents? I apprehend not. If their 
constituents fully understand this poimt in differ- 
ence, if they will comprehend this essential nothing 
so far as their object is concerned in the particular 
case, end the right of petition is vindicated fur 


| them by their representatives here, will they im- 


portune us longer to gain this certain negative, this 


| affirmative nothing? 1 state the question, and I sia'e 


it for the common sense of the people to cecide, 
and believe those that are honest will decide with 
us. It is this: 

A petition is presented here to abolish slavery in 


| the Southern S'ates. Such petition, all parties, or a 
| great majority, in Congress, agree, would seek that 


which Congress bas no power to grant. It is yo 
question of expediency or propriety; but itis a 
question of power—of jurisdiclien—and the majori- 
The question is then 
made, “‘Shall the petition be received?’ Now if 
Congress be alieady agreed that they have no consti- 


| tutional power to grant the petition, 1m what respect 


are the petitioners benefited in having it receive! ? 


| Suppose it be received and referred to a commitiee, 


who report thereon, ‘that Congress have no power 


| over the subject-matter of the petition,” and which 


report isadonted by the Senate, can the most san- 
guine petitioner imagine that he has asserted his 
rights with any more success than if his petition 
had been rejected without such reference and r-- 
port?) Has he obtained any more of what he 
sought ia this latver result than the substantial re- 
_ jection of his petition? Those who advicate the 
| extended right of petition, say this mode of rejec- 
| tion is what the petitioners are entitled to. It is 
what they mainly desire—what they deem all im- 
| portant to the preservation of their liberties. As 
| one, Mr. President, I do not believe the Abolition- 
_ ists who understand the question as thus presented, 
are contending for any such phantom. Nor can 
they believe the essential right of petition consis 
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in having their petition perempiorily denied by 
Congress for want of jurisdiction after report bya 
commiltee, rather than denied on presentment for 
the same reason. I have debated acase, Mr. Pre- 
sident,in which ell concur that Congress has no pow- 
er tu grant the petitioner’s prayer, because the ad- 
vocates of this extended interpretation of the right 
of petition assume that sach peculiarity of the 
case makes no difference in their view of the ques- 
tion. 

Butin my judgment the whole class of petitions 
on this subject, whether to abolish s'avery in this 
District, the Territories, or the States, are equally 
objectionable on constitutional grounds, though, 
perhaps, for somewhat different reasons. 

Property, with the rights and incidents pertaining 
to it, originates in the arbitrary institutions of so- 
ciety. Land is generally a subject of property; 
water is seldom made so, and air never. Domestic 
animals are property; wild beasts and birds are not 
so regarded. Governments are instituled for the 
protection and regulation of life, liberty, and pro- 
perty. How far life or liberty shall be protected, is 
a stipulation in the compact of Government, indi- 
cated by consideration of the benefits and necessi- 
ties.of the social system. No society ever esta- 
blished a Government protecting life or liberty in 
their utmost possible extent. Nor was a Govern- 
ment ever established extending equality of rights, 
social or political, to allits members. The whole 
system of the domestic relations, of bond service by 
indenture or other means; the political disfran- 
chisement of women, generally better, and often 
more capacitated, than the master man, who con- 
trol them, are abiding illustrations of this latter 
position. 

In the regulation of property, all Governments 
resting in compact have some limits prescribed to 
them. There is not, and probably there never was, 


a Government beneath the sun, possessed of the | 


right,as a conceded and acknowledged preroga- 
tive, to take or abolish the property of the citizen 
or subject at pleasure, and without recompense. 
Such a compact would be a political absurdity, in- 
asmuch as it implies a principle destructive of a 


primary end and object for which Government is 


instituted. 

In our General Government, and in many of our 
State Governments, of written and fundamental 
constitutions of political power, such an idea is 
expressly repudiated. 1 do not, of course, gainsay 
the operation of the penal and taxing powers of 
the Government, by which rights to property 
are seized up, lost, or forfeited, though these also 
are réstrained. But I speak of the assertion, 
by Government, of a distinct, independent power, 
which, from considerations of general or particular 
benefit to the social system, it should as- 
sume to take from the citizen, without recom- 
pense, that which his form of Government had 
entitled him to possess as property; or to abolish, by 
legislation,any species of property held by the citizen, 
and so to cancel all right and title of the proprie- 
tor. I believe there is nota single State Govern- 


ment in the Union invested with the power to pass | 
such alaw. The people, in organizing their form | 


of Government, may undoubtedly invest their Le- 
gislature with such a power. But I repeat my be- 
lief, there is no evidence extant that they ever have 
yet committed so gross a folly. If, by mere legis- 
lation, any of our Governments, from motives of 
municipal policy, can destroy and abolish the proper- 
ty of the cilizen, then can they also legislate away 
the lives or liberties of the citizen. Life, liberty, and 
property, as reg irded in our Government, consti- 
tute the political trinity in the faith of the Ameri- 
can citizen. In their conservative desliny, they 
are one and indivisible. 

To regulate the use of property, great and ample 
powers are conferred upon the Legislature. For 
such conservative purposes it 1s but little restricted. 
A man’s house may be demolished to save a city 
from conflagration. His private property may be 
destroyed to prevent its giving succor to a hostile 
army. He may be forbidden to wear concealed 
weapons, or to permithis ox or dog to roam at 
large on the public highway. But suppose the 
Legislature pass a law that all the cattle and horses 
owned by the citizens shall cease to be property, 
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the right of ownership therein abolished, and the 
anima!s turned out to the enjoyment of brute free- 
dom; would such a law be valid? I answer, with- 
out hesitation, it would not. 

Now the rule in regard to the power of the Legis- 
lature will be the same, whether it altempts to abo- 
lish the citizen’s right of property in lands, houses, 
furniture, or slaves. There is no power in the Le- 
gislature to abolish either. Were such a law en- 
acted, the people, by common consent, might de- 
fer to its provisions, and forbear to contest its va- 
lidity. But I advance the opinion, with much con- 
fidence, that if such a law be ever passed, under 
existing powers of Government, and its validity 
shall be contested by the citizen, the Judiciary wi'l 
pronounce it void. 

Then, how stands the case with this District? 
The Constitution has invested Congress with the 
power of “exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever 
over such District.” 

Now what may Congress du? They may “legis- 
late in all cases,”’ but can they do what they piease 
in all cases, without restraint? Can Congress, for 
the capricious reasons of sccia! propriety, take away 
by law the lands or goods of the citizen, or abolish 
his right of property in either? Can Congress, irom 
considerations of promoting public or retributive 
justice, require by law that the owners of slaves 
shall exchange their relative condition, and the ser- 
vant, inturn, become the master? I conclude all 
will admit Congress possesses no such powers as 
the questions contemplate. 

It is readily perceived, then, that the power 
given to Congress, to ‘‘legislate in all cases whalso- 
ever over such District,” will not authorize it to do all 
things by its legislation. There are, perhaps, few 
Abolitionists so perfectly frantic on this subject, as 
to contend that the exclusive legislative powers of 
Congress here weuld authorize the passage of a 
law to sell the District out at auction. All will 
perceive the genius and spirit of our Government 
impose some limitation to its powers. We then 
ariive at the important question, can Congress 
abolish slavery in this D.strict, and deprive the ci- 
tizen of his right and property therein, without com- 
pensation. 

To solve this question, I consider the Constitu- 
tion itself a sufficient and affirmative exposition. 

Article five of the amendments prescribes that 
“no person shallbe * * * deprived of life, li- 
berty, Or property, without due process of law; nor 
shall private property be taken for ~- public use, 
without just compensation.” 

By the first part of this article life, liberty, and 
property, are secured to the citizenon the same 
terms; and, by the same means appointed to de- 
prive him ofeither, he may be deprived of all. The 
second part is equally explicit and easy of compre- 
hension; and both remarkable for the prompt mo- 
rality they inculcate. 

The Government, as representing the public in 
its authority of eminent domain, may take private 
property for public use, by rendering just compensa- 
tion. But the Congress of the United States, in all 
its omnipotence of power, cannot, by the enact- 
ment of a direct law for that purpose, and without 
pretence of its being for the public use, as autho- 
rized by the Constitution, deprive the citizen of 
either Siate or District of his property, or right of 
property, to the value of a shilling; and I will add, 
also, it would be the highest prerogative of despo- 
tism, were it otherwise. 

As to the powers of the General Government to 
regulate the use of property in this District, I readily 
acknowledge it is possessed in the most ample ex- 
tent. But its exercise would be an irresponsible 
and odious tyranny, if instigated and prescribed by 
foreign influence, and enforced by mere power on 
the people of the District, against their will. 

With these views, I maintain that the want of 
jurisdiction, the absence of adequate power to grant 
a petition to abolish slavery in this District, exhib ts 
our rights and daties to be’no more or less thar per- 
tains to us on petitions to abolish slavery in the 
States. 

I have no object or intention to derogate from 
the right of petition, and would not, here or else- 
where, abridge that right in a single hair’s breadth, 
in its legitimate exercise. It furnishes a conve- 


nient means to the minority, essentially useful anq 
proper, by which to urge their complaints, and ask 
redress of such grievances as the measures of the 
majority may inflict upon them. Bat! contend 
the right of petition can never confer upon us any 
dominion whatever over subjects not delegated jn 
the Constitution. It cannot require of us, whose 
powers and duties are circumscribed and appointed 
by the Censtitution, that we shall be invoked or 
rather goaded to action, and required to attempt 
and partially progress, to do that which we are oy. 
bidden to do, in order to vindicate an exagge-ateg 
extension of a right, perverted into wrong, insy}; 
and aggression. P 

It is not to be questioned but the right of petition 
is convenient in its appropriate functions, and ya. 
luable in its degree; and, in my apprehension, jt jg 
no depreciation of that right to say, that so far as 
indicated in the Constitution of the United States. i, 
does not challenge the extravagant eulogies be. 
stowed upon ithere. The right, as there incorpo. 
ra‘ed, breathes a distrust which might not be im. 
properly entertained against a despotism, but cer. 
tainly does not evince the highest pretensions of a 
free people, who claim the right to make and un. 
make their form of government at pleasure. 

Few, I presume, would distinguish it as the most 
favorite feature in the Constitution of a free, wise, 
and just Government of the people’s choice. |r 
might be regarded as a trophy of some pride and 
boast where an oppressed people had wrested jt 
from the stronggrasp of the tyrant. It was well spo 
ken by the honorable Senator fiom Seuth Carolina, 
{[Mr.Catuovun,] that the ballot box,which, in our De- 
mocratic system of Government, commands the 
will of the majority to be executed in all our Je 
gislation, (within the rules prescribed by the or- 
ganic law,) is a main substitute for the right of pe- 
tition in arbitrary Governments; and I will add, 
of much higher and prouder pretensions. In our 
system the right of petition is the most limited of 
popular and political rights. 

The specification of such a right, in our power 
of Government, implies in one view an apprehen- 
sion of wrong !o the citizen, superinducing ane- 
cessity to sue for as a favor, that which the people 
in this Government may demand as a right. In 
the other aspect it implies the still humbler privi- 
lege of soliciting that which it may be generous to 
bestow, and yet not unjust to withhold. 

It our Government was that of the few, which 
oppressed the many, and when the people assem- 
bled to petition for redress of grievances, the 
minions of power, backed by the military, read the 
riot act, or the tyrant’s proclamation, and then 
dispersed the multitude, under such circumstances 
it might be highly prized as a great and gracious 
privilege to approach the throne of a master 
throngh the obsequious medium of petition. But! 
trust it shall prove a vain effort of the Abolitionists 
to magnify the right of petition here, into such con- 
secrated importance as to profit them much in aid 
of their seditious cause. They cannot dignify this 
right by claiming for it such profound considera- 
tion, but at the correspondent expense of debasinz 
the American people to a more servile condition 
than every principle of their Government entitles 
them to occupy. To hold it up here as a test of 
the people’s freedom, the conservative principle of 
their liberties, the deep foundation on which their 
Government rests, and that all is at stake in the rejec- 
tion of their petitions, is truly working up an ocean 
tempest 

* © * “to drown a fly.” 

The condition of the American people is happily 
more elevated, their means of political preserva- 
lion more enlarged, than this portentous clamor 
would reportthem. It is a false alarm, and will 
not take, that the liberties of the people are held by 
so frail a tenure as the right of petition. __ 

But I am not tenacious that such petitions as 
now presented should be refused admission, rather 
than nailed to your table, so soon as received upon 
it. Asa question of right, I would certainly prefer 
that such petitions should not be received into this 
chamber at all. I would prefer it, also, from a 
sense of due and becoming respect to those States 
whose sovereignties and reser@ed rights these petl- 
tions most wrongfully and radeiy assail. 








Sa 


ac rao 
With respect to the propriety and policy of re- 
ferring these petitions, and reporting on their me- 
its, with the view of conciliating the petitioners, I 
shall say but little more than io declare my uncom- 

romising aversion to such a course. Not that I 
should apprehend, from the present organization of 
the Senate, a report tending, in any material degree, 
to excite apprehensions, or endanger our righis in 
the South. I am well assured no such report would 
at this time be made. But itis sufficient for me to 
repeat, that as I verily believe Congress has no 
rightful jurisdiction of the subject, I should regard 
any report that could te mace as a triumph yielded 
to the officious importunities of the petitioners, and 
hence a criminal usurpation of power against the 
sovereignty of the States interested. Nor do I be- 
lieve that any report which would te made here, 
would allay that obrrusive spirit of the petitioners. 
It is the Moloch spirit of religious and political fa- 
naticism; and when has sober reason and simple 
justice ever met such adversaries with succe-s? 

To the honest and misguided of our Northern 
brethren who may have conceived their mght of 
petition at hazard in this contest, we will say to 
them, in hope and confidence, that their full and 
impartiai investigation of this question must result 
jn our justification. ‘The question of jurisdiction, 
in every tribunal on earth, is a previous question, 
rightfully made at the threshold; and no court, that 
maintains a decent respect for its own character 
and the rights of suitors, will betray itself by a 
judgment on the merits of the controversy, when 
not possessed of competent juri-diction over the 
subject and the pariies. Now the right of legal 
redress for injuries to person and property, and the 
pledge of power that the courts shall be kept open 
for the administration of such redress to all, 
are familiar pledges in most of the Consti- 
lutions of the State Governments. Suppcse the 
cilizen mistakes his forum, and seeks redress in 
one court, that can only be awarded to him in ano- 
ther: the court object to adjudge the meri's of his 
case, becavse impotent to grant redress. But the 
suitor persists that his right of suit is guarantied to 
him by the Cons itution, and that this right is arbi- 
irarily nullified and rendered valueless, unless he 
can obtain a hearing and ju 'gment oa the merits of 
kis cause. The answer which the court must ne- 
cessarily give to such importunity is: ‘Your right 
of suit, as abstract from our duties to adjudge, we 
do not contest; but such right on your part does 
not confer on us a jurisdiction to deeide your case. 
We take no cognizance of the matter, nct from 
disrespect to the suitor, but for want +f proper au- 
thority to retain and adjudge the sut. Go hence, 
to that tribanal which has the power to grant what 
you petition for.” 


So would reason, necessity, and the philosophy 
of its principles, dispose of such a question. 


Those who seek only in sincerity to vindicate 
the right of petition ia this controversy, I permit 
myself to indulge the belief, will concur in these 
common sense views of the subject. But to those 
who have determined to busy themselves with that 
Which coneerns them not, and who discard the 
dictates of common sense, the evidence of truth, 
and the lights of reason, 'o grasp at conclusion: ina 
sheer spirit of wilfulness; those who reject facts 
'o theorize in absiractions, who substitute the 
bigot’s moratity for municipal law; who trample, 
without show of decency or remcrse, upon all the 
plighted faih and sacred compacts of our Union, 
and shout in justification the hypocritical pretext 
of the right of petition, to such we know our 
rights and reasoning are urged alike in vain. No 
conciliation can be hoped for with them, but on 
lerms of concession that can never be submitted 
to, till that despotic usu'pation which has un- 
furled its banner here in these petitions, shall ex- 
tuit them at Philippi. 


On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the motion to 
receive the petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of Kirk 
Brown, and others, praying for the imposition of 
adaty on silks; which was referred to the Com- 
miitee on Finance. 

0 Motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvurspay, February 13, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, a communica- 
tion from Samue! Hazard, enclosing a copy of th 
Commercia! and Statistical Reg s‘er of the United 
States, was referred to the Committee on the Li- 
brary. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the motion of Mr. Casey to re- 
fer the memorial of the National Road Conven- 
ticn, held at Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, with ins'ructions to re- 
port a bill appropriating $150,000 to each of the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to be ex- 
pended on the Cumberland road. 

Mr. RUSSELL remarked that it was known to 
the House that the committees had net been af- 
forded an opportunity, at the present session, to 
make reports. He hoped the House would there- 
fore agree to a suspension of the rules, for the pur- 
pos: indicated; and, with the consent of the gen- 
tleman from South €arolina, [Mr. Picxens,] he 
made ihe motion that the rales be suspended to 
enable him to introduce a proposition to receive re- 
ports from the committees, on to-morrow,. till the 
hoor of one o'clock. , 

Mr. PICKENS had no objection to yield the 
floor for the purpose. 

Mr. RUSSELL’S motions—to suspend the rules, 
and to set apart one hour on to-morrow for the 1e- 
ception of repor's—were then agreed to. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested to the House 
the . propriety of referring the many bil!s on the 
Speaker's table to the various committees; but, 
objection was made. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE begged the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] to yield the floor to 
him to make a motion to refer the President’s annual 
message to the Committe of the Whole. It struck 
him that there was great impropriety in referring par- 
ticular decuments, accompanying the message, to 
the commitiee:, and not to refer the message itself. 
He thought it was due to the character of the mem- 
beis, and due to the country, that it should be ta- 
ken from the table and referred, that the House 
might, when itthought proper, go into committee 
on it. 

Mr. PICKENS was willing to yield the floor; 
but objection was made to the motion, and it was 
not pressed. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississ'ppi,by permission, 
gave notice that he wou'd on to-morrow ask leave 
to introduce bills of the following titles: 

A bill to reguia’e the fees of the clerks and mar- 
sha!s in the Dvsitrict Court of the Southern District 
of Mississippi; and 

A bill further to provide for the adjustment of 
the claims to reservations of land under the four- 
teenth article of the Choctaw treaty, made at Dan- 
cing Rabbit Creek, in the year 1830. 

Mr. PICKENS then proceeded to discuss the 
question before the House. He made a strong 
argument against the expediency and cons'itution- 
ality of appropriating muneys from the National 
Treasury to objects of internal improvements in 
the States. He replied to the arguments of Mr. 
Mason of Ohio, and Mc. Howarp of Indiana, that 
the National Government was bound by contract 
to compiete the Cumberland road, and contended 
that the compact had been complied with to its 
fullest extent, and showed to the House that seve- 
ral mihions more had been appropriated to that 
object than the means which furmed the basis of 
the contract justified. 

Mr. P. after conclading his remarks on the p.o- 
pos:tion bef. re the House, which he opposed as 
being unpreceden'ed and unparliamentary, and be- 
cause it was improper to bind the committee to do 
acertain thing without allowing them the privi- 
lege of examining into its expediency and propr.e- 
ty, moved the fullowing amendment as a substitute 
for it: 

“And that the memorial be committed to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instruct’ons 
to consider the expediency of reporting a bill in 
favor of the measure.”’ 

Mr. PROFFIT then obtained the floor, not with 
a view, he said, of discussing the merits of the 
Cumberland road, but to holdup the present Ad, 








ministration to the censure of the people. 
in favor of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Casty.] and opposed to the substi- 


He was 


tate of Mr. Pickens, because, he said, it 
evaded the question; and if referred to the 
committee in that form, it would never be re- 
ported upon. He had understood already that 
the Committee of Ways and Means would not 
report a bill without having before it estimates. 
He justified the committee in that course on the 
ground that they were bound to consalt the report 
of the proper Department. He censured the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury for omitting the Cumberland 
road in the estimates, and contended that it was 
done intentionally. Mr. P. then denounced all the 
land schemes, or propositions to graduate and re- 
duce the prices of land, as humbugs to deceive the 
people in the West; and commented on the mes- 
sage of the President recommending a reduction as 
a part of the same system of deception; and said 
he had hearl, at every cross road in Indiana, the 
same arguments preached nine hundred and ninety- 
nine times over a barrel of hard cider. Mr. P. 
then censured and denounced the Administration 
for the manner in which the Florida war had 
been conducted, and made some humorous 
remarks in characterizing the officers which had 
returned from that war, asdandies. He then en- 
tered at large into a discussion of the State politics 
of Indiana, in the course of which he alluded to his 
colleague, [Mr.Wick,] and charged him with having 
denounced the Whigs as Federalists, a party to 
which that gentleman, he said, had but recently be- 
longed; having been one of the electors for Presi- 
dent in favor of Mr. Cray, and having always 
acted with the Whigs. 

Mr. WICK denied that he had ever been a 
Whig since the Federal party had assumed that 
cognomen. He was understood to say that he had 
never acted with this new-born Whig party, which 
was now made up with the fag ends of all parties 
and all principles. He was born and reareda 
Democrat, and had always followed in the foot- 
steps of those who had acted upon the great prin- 
ciples upon which that party are united. It was 
true he had been an elector in favorof Mr. Cray; 
but since that time that gentleman had repudiated 
his old Democratic princip'es, and a melarcholy 
change had been effected in his opinions. He was, 
however, conscious (even if he was in the wrong) 
that he was now right, and that he should te- 
main so. 

Mr. PROFFIT then resumed his remarks, and 
continued in the same strain of denunciation, He 
then examined into the claims of Gene:al Harri- 
son for the Presidency; and havirg eulog zed his 
military exploits at Tippecanoe, the Thames, Fort 
Meigs, and the river Raisin, he concluded by say- 
ing that his advancement to the Presidential chair 
cou'd not add one laurel to his brow, but m ght do 
him an act of justice. 

Mr. MARVIN rose, not fer the purpose of 
making a speech, but to offer a substitute for that 
of Mr. Pickens, and as an amendment for the 
original proposition. His amendment contem- 
plated that the Commitee of Ways and Means 
should discharge a daty which it had done at every 
previous session of Congress. Until the last szs- 
sion, it had been in the habit of reporting bills for 
the Cumberland road, and for constructing harbors 
and building Jizht-houses; but it had refased at that 
time to take the responsibility; and if it be left to 
them at this time, as a mere question of expediency 
or propriety, the House would never hear of th 
ma't*r agaia. The committee was so constructed, 
that it would control the subject, and entirely keep 
it from before the House. He was not to 
be alarmed by the assertion that it was not 
in accordance with parliamentary practice to bind 
a commi't’e of the House to carry out ils views. 
If the House was in favor of any particular mea- 
sure, it was right and proper to instruct or compel 
its committees to report such a bill as would 
best promote its wishes. But he contended that the 
committee had just as much jurisdiction over this 
subject now as it had at any past time—that it had 
the estimates of the Topographical bureau, which 
had been referred to it, and ought to be compelled, 
by instruction, to act upon those estimates, Hg 
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believed it more than idle to pass upon any propo- 
sition simply to ask the committee to inquire into 
the propriety of reporting an appropriation for this 
road. Mr, M. after arguing for some time in reply 
to Mr Picvxss, contenled that it was perfectly 
constitutional for the Generali Goverament to car- 
ry on works of in’ernal improvement and to cor- 
struct harbors on the lakes, and concluded by offer- 
ing his proposition as fo.lows, as an amendment to 
the original proposition: 

“And thatthe Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to report bills in accordance with the 
estimates contained in the reports from the Chief 
Engineer and the Chief of the Topographical En- 
gineers, to the Secretary of War, aod communi- 
cated to Congress by the President, making appro- 
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Mr. WALKER presented the petiion of Ed- 
ward C. Hyde, praying to be allowed te enter a 
quantity of land at the minimum price, in lieu of a 


|| like quantiiy purchased and paid for by him, and 


afterwards sold by the United Svates; which was 

referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented three memoria!s from 

citizens of the Siate of New York, praying the pas- 


_ sage of a genrral bankrupt law;‘which was referred 


| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


priations for the year 1840, for the continuation of | 


the construction or improvements of harbors and 


road:, and the navigation of rivers, fr which ap- | 


propriations have been heretofore made.” 


Mr. BARNARD then obtained the floor, and | 


proposed ihe following, which he prevailed on the 


gentleman from New York [Mr. Marvin] to ac- | 


cept as a mod fication of his amendment, to follow 
at the end of the same, viz: 


“Unless, in any particular case, the commitee | 


should be of opision that the particular work ought 
to be entirely discontinued; and in such case, if 
any, the committee shall submit to this House the 
reason which lead tv sachfconclusions. 

Mr. B. was apxious to speak on the subject, 
and moved the House would adjourn; but with- 
diew it at the suggestion of 

Mr. BLACK, trom the Select Committee on 
Printing, who reported a resolution to extend the 
time to that committee to invest gate the subject, 
and to prepare its report. 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS inquired why the commit- | 


tee did hot fix a day on which to report. 

Mr. BLACK said the time had now expired en 
which the committee was to have made a report; 
and it was impossible to fix a day, as it had much 
business yet to attend to. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS then proposed to amend 
the resolution by inserting the Ist of March; and, 
after some conversation between Messrs. BELL, 
BLACK, and R. GARLAND, as to how far the 
extension of time would affect the conditional con- 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition of a 
number of citizens of Philade'phia county, praying 
a repeal of all Jaws that conflict with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; the motion to receive 
which was, 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Pennsylvania, relative to the aboliticn 
of the foreign slave trade; which was referred to 
the Commitiee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he rose to present 
a petition signed by six hundred and twenty-seven 
citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
“manufacturers of, and employed in the manu- 
facture of, umbre las and parasols.” 

These pet tioners state that, under the twenty-first 


| clause of the second section of the tariff act of 


tract with the Printer, the amendment was adopted, | 


and the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 
Mr. HAND then presented several petitions, 
which were referred; after which, 
‘On Motion of Mr. BARNARD, 
The Hous? adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, February 14, 1840. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Samuel 
E. Cones, and one hundred and fifiy-nine other ci- 
tizens of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, upon the 
subject of a Congress of Nations. Mr. P. said 
that most of the signers were known to him, either 
personally or by reputation. They were engaged 
in the various pursuits of life, and it was but just 
tosay of them, that they were gentlemen of great 
intelligence, respectability, and high moral worth. 
They introduce the subject (which is treated with 
clearness and ability) by the declaration that “ it 
is a growing sentiment among men, of all classes 
and professions, that international war is as need- 


less as it isconfessed to be ruinous to the resources | 


and morals of a people;” and as “ithe most 
fruitful causes of war (in their estimation) flow 
from the ursettled state of international law,” they 
present the project of a Congress of Nations, with 
a view to the double object of the amicable adjust- 
mentof national disputes, and the more definite 
one of the establishment of a code of international 
law. Although Mr. P. did not concur in all the 
views expressed by the memorialists, he ente- 
tained for their opinions a high respect, and 
moved the printing of the memorial, and its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented fourteen memo- 
rials from citizens of the United States, severally 
remonstrating against the use of bloodhounds in 
prosecuting the war against the Seminole Indians; 
— were referred to the Committee on Military 

airs. 





July, 1832, a duty of twenty-five per centum ad 
valorem was imposed on the importat’on of “um- 
breilas and parasols, of whatever materials made.” 
That th's duty continued to be collected from the 
time that act went into operation, un‘il the month 
of March last; when, under a new construction of 
the compromise actof March, 1833, silk umbrellas 
and parasols have been admitted free from any 
duty whatever. 

The memorailists, therefore, ask Congress to pass 
an explanatory act impusing the same duties on 
silk umbrellas and parasols which were faid, un- 
der the acts of July, 1832, and March, 1833, until 
the month of March, 1839. They conclude by 
ceclar.ng that upen the action of Congress ‘‘de- 
pends the support of the many thousands who are 
engaged in the hither!o growing branch of domes- 
tic industry, which has amounted to millions of 
dollars per annum, but if admitted free from duty, 
umbrellas and paraso's must cease to be of Ame- 
rican manu- facture.” 

Mr. B. said that if the Senate were a proper fo- 
rum in which to debate or decide jadicial questions 
arising under our own laws, he thought he could 
convince the body that the first constrution of the 
compromise act, which had prevailed for six 5 ears, 


, was correct, and that the iate construction was not 


warranted by the spirit of that law. 

In what condition had this recent construction 
placed our umbrella manufacturers? All the arti- 
cles entering into the manufacture of umbrellas, 
such as whalebone, brass, and iron, now paid a con- 
siderab'e duty. To the extent of this duty, the fo- 
re'gn manufacturer enjoyed a premium over the do- 
mestic manufacturer; because the umbrellas of the 
former were imported altogether free of duty. He 
did not believe that any Senator who voted for the 
compromise bill, would say that he intended this 
act should receive any such construction, or pro- 
duce any such effect. 

Mr. B. trusted that the Committee on Finance 
would determine that a revenue duty of twenty per 
cent. should be imposed on the importation of fc- 
reign silks, and this would relieve the petitioners. 
Or, if this should not be the case, that they would 
report an explana'ory bill, placing the umbrella 
manufacturers in the same position they had occu- 
pied-for the six years previous to March, 1839. 

The memorials were then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Fitance, and ordered to be printed, with 
the accompanying document from Samuel Wright 
and William A.Drown, the Committee of Umbrella 
Manufacturers. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a report, addressed to the 
Right Hon. Charles Poulett Thompson, President 
of the Board of Trade in Great Britain, on the sub- 
jest of an inquiry into the number of sccidents on 
board of vessels propelled by steam, :he causes 
leading to such accidents, and the best mode of 
prevention; containing much valuable information, 
drawn from the experience of that country, as well 
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as the countries of France, Belgium, and Hollana. 
which was referred to the Committee on Com, 
merce. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presen‘ed the memorial of 
John Hancock and others, praying the increase of 
a duty on foreign silks; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. S. also presented the memorial of a number 
of citizens of New Jersey, remonstrating agains, 
the use of bloodhounds in the Fiorida war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affair: 

Mr. FULTON presented she memorial of a com. 
mittee of the Polish exiles, praying the passage oj 
an act to authorize the immediate occupation and 
settlement, on their part, of the lands heretofore ap- 
propriated by Congress tor their use; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presen’ed the petition of }, B. 
Piauche, praying to be allowed to locate on any 
unappropria‘ed public land in the State of Louisi- 
ana, the amount of a Spanish concession made to 
his father in the year 1789, but rejected by the 
commissioner of the land office west of Pear! ri. 
ver; which was referred to the Committee on Pyj- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Finanee, 
to which was referred certain documents con. 
nected with the salt duty, repor'ed them back to the 
Senate, with a motion that they be printed. 

On this motion a debate ensued, which took a 
wide and discursive range, in which Messrs. BEN. 
TON, TAPPAN, DAVIS, CLAY of Kentucky, 
PRESTON, ALLEN, WEBSTER, WRIGHT, 
and CALHOUN, par'icipated; when, withou 
taking a questicn, 

On motion ef Mr. WALKER, the Senate ai- 
journed till Monday neat. 





HOUSE OF REPREESNTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 14, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first thing 
in order was the presentation of reports from the 
committees. 

Mr. RIVES asked the consent of the House to 
permit him to offer a resolution to have all the pa- 
pers and testimony now before the Committee of 
Elections in relationto the New Jersey disputed 
election, prin'ed for the information of the House. 

Mr. STANLY and others objected. 

Mr. RIVES moved to suspend the rules for that 
purpose. 

Mr. WISE tegged his colleague [Mr. Rives| 
not to press his motion at this time. His colleague 
{[Mr. Borts,] who was on that committee, and 
who was now absent, (anticipating that such a 
mction could be made,) had requested him, if it 
were made, tu endeavor to prevail upon the mover 
not to insist. He wouldj oppose it if he were 
present. 

Mr. RIVES was understood to say it would af- 


| ford him pleasure todo so, but he could no! 


consent, consistently with a sense of duty. The pa- 
pers were voluminous, and if they were ordered to 
be printed now, it would affurd members an oppor- 
tunity to form correct views of the merits of the 
question, and enable them to vote understandingly 
when they were required to vote. 

Mr. RANDOLPH inquired of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,) if such a resolution 
had not been befere the commiitee, and rejected by 
a majority of it. ! 

Mr. RIVES said he believed such was the fact; 
and it was for that reason that he had brought the 
Subject before the House. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved a call of the House; 
which was refused. 

Mr. CAMPBELL (chairman of the Committee 
of Elections) said he was perfectly aware thal 
there could be no debate on this question; bu', 
from what he could see of the temper of the House, 
he presumed the ru'es would not be suspended, 
and therefore he would be much gratified if he 
could be permitted to make a few remarks. He 


knew that he could not do so without permission of 


the House. 

Several members objectigg to Mr. Camppett’s 
proceeding, the question was taken, and resulted 
—yeas 85, nays 73, equivalent to a decision in the 
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ative—it requiring a vote of two thus to sus- 
ni the rules. The vote was as follows: 

PEAS—Mesers. J. Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Black- 
well, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, William O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Craig, Cross, Dana, John W. Davis, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Gerry, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hook, How- 
ard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
zon, John W. Jones, Keiin, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Lee- 
yard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, Mallory, Medill, Miller, 
Mostanya, Montgomery, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, 
Join Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Watterson, Weller, Wick, 
and Henry Williams—85. 

NaYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, 
pond, Briggs, Brockway, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, James 
Cooper, Mark A Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Curtis, Edward Da- 
vies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Gid- 
dings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Habersham, 
Hall, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor- 
an, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Palen, Pope, 
Profit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner; Rhett, Ridgway, 
Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, 
Swart, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, John White, T. W. Williams, Lewis 
Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, Chrisiopher H. Williams, and 
Wise—73. 

The SPEAKER then called for reports from 

committees; when 

Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee ef Elec- 
tions, (that committee being the first on the list,) 
reported a resolu'ion empowering the committee to 
have all printing done which it aeemed necessary 
to facilitate the business before it. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
resolution, by authorizing the committee to print 
all the evidence they have collected. Mr. J. in 
submitting this motion, observed that he did not 
propose discussing the question involved, and for 
ihat reason, and to save the time of the House, he 
would call for the previous question. 

Mr. CRABB hoped the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee would not do so much injustice to the com- 
mittee as to persist in his motion. 1 demand, said 
he, that the committee be heard. 

Mr. CAMPBELL apyealed to the gentleman 
fiom Tennessee to withdraw his motion for the 
previous qves’ion. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON declined withdrawing his 
motion. He had purposely avoided discussion 
himself, believing it would be a useless consump- 
lion of time, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered—ayes 85, noes 58; and 

The roll was called, resultng in 187 membrrs 
answering to ther names. After call nz the ab- 
sentees, and excnsing such of them as were absent 
from unavoidable causes, 

On moticn, all further proceedings under the call 
were dispensed with, and the doors were opened. 

On mction of Mr. SERGEANT, Senate bill to 
amend the act fo provide for taking the sixth cen- 
sus or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
Siaies, approved 34 March, 1839, was taken from 
the Speaker’s table, and referred to the Cummiitee 
on the Judiciary. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The SPEAKER announced that the order of the 
day was the mo'ion of Mr. Casey to refer the me- 
motial of the National Road Convention, held at 
Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Committce of Ways 
and Means, with instructions to report a bill ap- 
propriating $150,000 to each of the States f Ohno, 
Indiana, and [ilinois, to be expended on the Cum- 
berland road. 

The substitute of Mr. 
Fractions, as foilows: 

“And that the memorial be commitied to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
to consider the expediency of reporting a. bill in 
favor of the measure.” 

And Mr. Marvin’s amendment to the origi- 
hal propesition, and sutstitute for Mr. Picxens’s 
amendment, as follows: 

“And that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to report bills in accordance with the 
estimates contained in the reports from the Ch ef 
Engineer, an the Chief of the Topographical En- 
fineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- 
ca'ed to Congress by the President, making appro- 
priations for the year 1840, for the continuation of 


Pickens for said in- 
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- out of gear. 


the construction or improvements of harbors and 
roads and the navigation of rivers, fur which ap- 
propriations have betn heretofore made. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, by permission, wished to cor- 
rect some of the remaiks he madea few days ago 
on the question now before the House. 

Mr. R. said: I am satisfied I misunderstood the 
statement of Mr. Hvussarp of Alabama, about 
granting to the State of Ilinois the public lands to 
comple e the Cumberland road. He stated he was 
willing, so far as he was concerned, that the States 
mght iax the public lands in Illinois, Ohio, and 
Indiana, to make the road, provided they did not 
tax them higher than they would tax their own 
citizens for that purpcse. 

Mr. BARNARD said the propesition before the 
House was general, and embraced the wholé sys- 
tem of internal improvements, which have been 
under the fostering care of the Goversment for 
many years. He was p’eased that it had been 
made geneial. He had nodispositicn to connect 
this subject with party, but did not believe it was 
possible for him, more than others, to divorce it en- 
lirely from party. Ile hoped, however, whatever 
aspect it should assume with reference to party, 
it should be of a national and patriotic cast, and 
be not_ merged into local and personal party con- 
lest. The question was oneof a great national 
party policy—it was whether it be not the duty of 
Government to provide, by all the means in its 
power, and that it commanded, for the con- 
structicn and repair of rcads, of national 
and military importance; for construction and 
improvement of harbors, and removal of ob- 
structions fiom navigable rivers fer the good of 
commerce. This was the great question involved; 
a question which had been identified with the poli- 
tics of the country, necessarily, for many years. 
He believed it was of the utmost importance that 
the National Government should prosecute all 
works of the above character, commenced or par- 
tially completed. The system of internal improve- 
ments to which he had referred was one commenced 
long ago, end was prosecuted by the power and 
agency of the Government for a long series of 
years, and there was nothing new or unusual in it— 
it was one which had commanded the favor of 
every President of the United States, evéry Admi- 
nistration of Government, every party in power, 
and every party of any considerable standing 
which expecied to get into power, since the system 
was first introduced. It had met, certanly, with 
person:l and partal opp sition; but he be- 
lieved if there was any one sjs'em of prley 
which meght be corsi'ered as_ established 
by the Government’, it was this one. It was now, 
for the first time since it was introduced, suspend- 
ed, now for the first time placed in jeopardy. That 
machinery of Government which had been em- 
ployed for a series of years, has beea now thrown 
The system, so far as the President 
ani cabinet were concerned, had been entirely 
abandi ned. He then a*gaed at some length, to 
show the correctness of the posi'ions assumed above, 
and to show that the Pres.dent had taken distinct 
grounds azainst it, but did not complain because 
he had exerci-ed his constitutional prerogative 
in abandoning it. They were now to'd, sid Mr. 
B. that the public lands and du‘ies on imposts 
yields jast so muc'a revenue, end that th re were 
certain iadispensable objec's, (as enumerated in 
the estimates.) which would con-ume the whole, 


and would leave nothing for objects of inter- 
nal improvemen; and, from the reading of 
the message, the idea of increasing the ta- 


riff is so entirely of the ques'ion, thet it is not to 
be regarded for a momen! as the uliimate source 
from which the grealt system could derive mears 
for its support, and commenied at some leagth on 
that part of the message which enjoins «n Con- 
gress the propriety ef keeping within the bounds of 
the es‘imates, to which he was understood to be op- 
posed, and went on to show that, from his reading 
of the Constitution, Congress hid the power to lay 
duties for the common defence and general wel- 
fare, without any other restriction, and claimed 
ihat the subject of discussion came within that pro- 
vision, and should receive the fostering care of the 
Government, 


Mr. B, then went into a lengthy examination of 
the compromise act, to show how far its provisions 
could be complied with, without abandoning the 
system of internal improvements by the Gene- 
ral Goverament, and io what extent the duties 
could be increased under it to carry on that sys- 
lem. ‘The President and Secretary had referred to 
that act as if it was impossible to revive the tariff, 
except in case of war; that he had adopted it as a. 
tasis for his estimates not only for the present, but 
for the future; and the consequence would be, if it 
was not to be touched, that the most invaluable 
policy and iuterests of the country would be sacri- 
ficed. Itseemed to be looked upon by the father 
and framer of that law; as well as the Executive, 
esa sort of new Cc nstitution; as a law superior to 
all other laws; yes, as one overriding even the 
Constitution. It was to be regarded by the Execu- 
live as limiting the Constitotion, and even restrict- 
ing the powers of that House; and what effect 
it would have upon the great manufacuuring inte- 
rests of the country remains to be settled. The 
National road, harbors, all the great objects of the 
past care of the Government, were to be sa- 
crificed to the genius of the compromise act. 
Thus, sir, we have a new rule set up, by which the 
action of the Government should be measured. 
The question hereafier would be no longer what 
the interests ot the Government required, but 
whether the 20 per cent. ad valorem would admit of 
cairying cut any measure that might be for iis inte- 
rest. A political alliance had been formed be- 
tween the head of the present Adininistration and 
a distinguished individual, the great champion of 
this compromise act. The first effect of that alli- 
ance was the total abandonment of the system of 
ia'ernal improvements. He begged leave, for one, 
to enter his solemn dissent, and upon his official 
responsibility, to the whole doctrine which belonged 
to the assumption, on the part of the President of 
the United States, that this compromise could not 
be touch d. He did not believe that it was su- 
perior to the Cons itution, and could not be tlis- 
turced, though he was not, at present, willing that 
it should de disturbed. 

But he protested that it should not be considered 
of any higher lezal value than other laws, or that 
the action of the Government should be restricted 
to i's provisions. He did not believe that the 20 
percent. ad valorem was to be a standard now, and 
for the future. Ele did not agree that the manu- 
facturing interests and system of internal improve- 
ments shou'd be sacrificed, because of the existence 
of th’s law; and there was no good reason why they 
should not resort to temporary loans to carry out 
the great in‘ents of the Government if it was found 
necessary. Mr. B. contended that if the system 
shou d be suspended, the greater part of the mo- 
ney already expended would be as completely lust 
as if it had been sunk inthe ocean. A great en- 
terprise was to be broken off, half executed; and the 
part ofthe road completed would te of no sort of 
value. Harbors half executed—wharves and 
dikes half built, were to falla sacrfice in con- 
sequence of the new political alliance. For 
one, he objected. Mr. B. then spoke at some 
lengih, to show how injuriously the aban‘onment 
of the system would operate on the improvements 
on the Huds»)n river now partly completed; and 
said ifthe House would agree to appropriate to 
c mplete that work with the understanding that all 
other objects of internal improvement would be 
abandoned by the Goverament, he would, on behalf 
of his cons‘ituents, reject the proffer. He went for 
the whole system, which was a glorious one, and 
would never consent to abandon it to benefit a par- 
ticular partof it. If it was to be abandoned on the 
score of economy, it was not such economy as 
was worthy of a statesman. He again contended 
that the twenty per cent. tariff rule was no rule 
for the proper action of the Government, and if 
any one branch of the public service was likely to 
suffer by i', it was the daty of the Government to 
raise means to prevent it. 

Mr. B. then went on to argue that the proceeds 
of the public lands shouid be applied expressly to 
purposes of interhal improvement. He regarded 
the public lancs as being held by the Government 
in trast for the people of all the States, and did not 
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recognise the right of the Government to apply its 
proceeds to the ordinary purposes of Government; 
but contended that the Government should pay 
such expenses by duties on imports; and if such 
expenses required that the dates should be in- 
creased, it ought to be done so in t me of peace as 
well asin time of war. The moneys expended on 
objects of internal improvement, he thought, 
would be reimbursed to the Governmrnt, eventu- 
ally, through the means of the genera! benefi's 
which it would confer on the country in developing 
its resources. He then went on to examine the 
estimates, comparing those of the past year with 
those of the present, to prove that the greal redac- 
ton contemplated in the expenses of Government 
by the President, was owing to the abandonment of 
objects of internal improvement and the diminished 
number of pensioners, and not by a retrenchment 
of uanecessary expenses, and thought the President 
did not deserve much credit for it. 

Mr. B. argued in support of the proposition to 
instruct—he held it absolutely necessary in the 
present state of the case to instruct. The cabinet 
was a unit, and was opposed to the objects con- 
templated in the instruction; and the House knew 
how the Committee of Ways and Means was con- 
structed with reference to it. They knew, from 
the symptoms which came from that committee 
last year, that it was opposed to it—and it wasa 
premonitory symptom of what might be expected 
from it this year. Unless that committee was posi- 
tively instructed, be did not believe it would report 
one single bill tor objects of internal improvement. 
Under ordinary circumstances, he wou!d not in- 
stract that committee. 

Mr. CRARY was aware that it had become a 
common cusiom to consider all the questions which 
come before the House with reierence to constiiu- 
tional considerations; but as far as the amendment 

the amendment was concerned, he could 
hardly suppose that the strictest constructionist in 
the House doubted the power of Congress to act on 
it. It was not in the power of the States to impose 
taxes for the improvement of their harbors; and 
that power being exclusively confined to Bongress, 
it became necessary for them to come here for ap- 
propriations, when such improvements were 


wanted. As Congress had taken the jurisdiction, 
it must therefore take the consequences re- 
sulting from it. He was aware that great 


abuses had existed under the system, but the 
existence of these abuses was no argument 
ayainst the exercise of this power, when 
it became necessary. He was willing at any time 
to go into a correction of these abuses—to lop off 
extravagant and unnecessary expenditures; but at 
the same time he would vote the appropriations 
which the rich and increasing commerce of the 
Northwestern lakes demanded. The expenses for 
these harbors, Mr. C, said, had grown up under 
peculiar circumstances, well worthy the aven‘ion 
ofthe House. That section of country had, within 
a few years, undergone an almost entire revolution 
with regard to the prices of the products of indus- 
try. Hence it was estimated that, in 1830, a work 
that would cost one hundred thousand dollars, 
would cost double that amount in 1836. Added to 
this, the commerce of the lakes had increased to 
an unexampled degree, In 1834 there was but 
little commerce on them, but, as the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Marvin] told them yester- 
day, it now empleyed a tonnage equal to that of 
the Atlantic cozs!, exposed to greater dangers and 
consequently requiring a more efficient pro'ection, 
The vessels fitted out from the Atlantic cities are 
not exposed to the dangers ot the coast, as is the 
case with those navigating the lakes, but numbers 
of them make voyages in which they are absent 
from two to three years from home. On the con- 
trary, the vessels on the lakes are continually ex- 
posed to danger, daily and hourly passing within 
itsreach. It would be remembered that it was by 
the improvements of the harbors on the lakes, that 
the whole of the Northwestern domain had been 
brought into market, and a populous State raised 
up from a wilderness. When this system com- 
menced, the State which he represented was al- 
most entirely unkaown—a country of sands and 
marshes; and he had no doubt that there were 
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many gentlemen here who believed that all 
this country was a wilg, barren and bleak 
waste, and uofit for cultivation and the 
support of man. Yet when they came to look 
into the history of the operations of this 
Government, it would be seen that a large portion 
of our revenses was derived fiom this very coun- 
try. The State he represented had, in the last four 
years, brought into the Treasury something like 
eight millions of dollars. Now, Mr. C. argued 
that if these improvements had resulted se much to 
the benefit of the Government, it ought not to ques- 
tion the expediency of carrying them on. After 
having induced these people to go gn and settle this 
wilderness, would the Government say to them 
that they shall have no avenue by which to send 
the products of their industry to market; that they 
shall be isolated and cut off from all the benefits of 
the Government, while compelled to bear a large 
yertion of its burdens? Mr. C. then referred to a 
part of the argument of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Pickens,} and expressed his plea- 
sure at the expansive views of that gentleman with 
regard to the extens on of this great empire by the 
addition of new States; and he hoped scon to have 
an opportunity of testing his professions. But the 
gentleman was mistaken in supposing that, if we 
had a war with Great Britain, the batt'es would be 
fought on the ocean, or that the Atlantic cilies 
would be the only points attacked by the enemy. 
On the contrary, he said the battle would be fought 
on the Jakes. There would be no invasion on the 
Atlantic border; but the enemy would pour his 
squadrons into Canada, and, from Canada, strike 
ns in our weakest point. Mr. C. then took a view 
of the nember of troops that the British Govern- 
ment had been concentrating for the last three or 
four years in Canada.and the pains that were taken 
by her experienced officers in driiling their militia. 
He spoke also of the fortifications which had 
been cons‘ructed by that Government, and the 
number of armed vessels they employed on the 
lakes, in contravention of their agreement with us, 
and said that all these circumstances showed that 
they were preparing themselves for a war with 
this country. 

Mr. G, after an argument at some length to show 
the importance of an appropriation for these har- 
bors, sail he wou'd make a brief reply to that part 
of the speech of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Prorrit,] Wiich was foreign to the subject under 
consideration, and therefore outof order. As the 
gentleman, however, had been permitted to take 
this latituce in debate, it was, in his opinion, per- 
fectly in order to answer him. The gentleman 
had thought proper to bring into this dis. 
cussion the military exploits of one of the candidates 
for the Presidency, [General Harrison,] whom he 
eulogized as the captain of all captains, while he 
gave him credit for military skill which did not, in 
his opinion, belorgtohim. He would not, Mr. C. 
said, troub'e the House w:th one word on the sub- 
ject, had it not been for the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Indiana. When a gentleman came to 
mike a speech calculated to convey an impression 
throughout the country which history did not war- 
rant, he was justified in making a reply. The gen- 
tlemao had based the fame cf his great captain of 
all captains on three of his exploits—the battle of 
Tippecanoe, the victory of the Thames, end 
his being the author of the plan for the 
armament of the Jakes. Now with regard 
to the battle of Tip;ecanoe, which laid the 
foundation of this great captain’: fame in the 
estimation of the gentieman from Indiana, he had 
a few words to say. It would be impossible 
for the gent'eman to point to any act of general- 
ship in that battle. The order of battle was un- 
skilful in the extreme. The army was encamped 
in the most vulnerable and exposed s tuation that 
could be selected, and at night was comple'ely sur- 
prised by the savages, though every circumstance 
warne! the General of his danger, and called on 
him for the utmost vigilance and circumspection. 
Though the number of the savages was but a little 
over four hundred, while the force of General 
Harrison amounted to 1,500 men; yet his army 
was only saved from total destruction by the gal- 
laniry of the Kentuckians, led by the gallant and 
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ment, which was composed of citizens of Mamn't? . 


setts. 

Mr. C. then took up the report of this batt'e 
made by General Harrison to the War Depart. 
ment, commenting on ils details in Support of the 
position he hai assumed, when 

Mr. LINCOLN and several others called him :, 
order, and Mr. L. appealed to the Cuair whether i 
was in order for the gentleman to discuss Matters 
not beforethe House. He insisted that the gentle. 
man should take his seat, and not he permitted 
proceed without the leave of the House. 

Mr.OGLE hoped the gentleman might be permit- 
ted to proceed. He, asa triend of Gen. Harrison Was 
willing to hear all he had to say. Several other 
gentleman expressing the wish that the genileman 
might be suffered to go on, 

Mr. LINCOLN withdrew his objections, 

Mr. CRARY, on resuming, observed that he had 
been well aware that he would not be permitted to 
reply to this part of the remarks of the gentle. 
man from Indiana’ without interruption, 
But why was it, he asked, that that gen. 
‘leman had been suffered to go on ys. 
terday out of order, and to go so extensively 
into the history of a particular individual, while he 
was taken up almost in the beginning of a reply 
tohim. If it was in order for a gentleman to de- 
part from the question before the House, and dis. 
cuss one part of the character of an individual, 
surely it ought to be in order to discuss another 
point of that individual’s character in rep'y to it, 
But Mr. C, believed that all such discussions were 
wrong, and an unprofitable waste of the time of the 
House. He wou!d not,on his part,have replied to this 
part of the remarks of the gentleman from Indiana, 
had it not been necessary to correct erronecus im- 
pressions, which would be conveyed from 
this Hall. Mr. C. then continued his review of 
the report of the battle of Tippecanoe, and after- 
wards proceeded to notice the victory of 
the Thames, the whole credit of which, he 
showed, belonged to the present Vice President of 
the United States, at whose instance the plan of 
the battle first devised by General Harrison had 
been changed, and who led the Kentuckians, who 
fought the battle andgained the victory? Mr. C. 
then went on to show, from documentary history, 
that the plan for the armament of the lakes was 
not first suggested to the War Department by Gen. 
Harrison, but that the plan had been recommended 
a year previous, ina leiter from Mr. Armstrong, 
afterwards Secretary of War, to the then Secre- 
tary cf War, Governor Eusiis; and also in a letter 
about the same time from Captain Woolsey of the 
Navy, to Commodore Chauncey. After some further 
remarks from Mr. C. 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio, obtained the floor, and on 
his motion, 

The House adjourned. 





Mr. Tnompson of Mississippi gave notice on 
yesterday that he would ask leave to introduce, 
among cther bills, a bill to regulate the fees of the 
clerks and marsha!s of the Federal court in the 
northern and southern districts of Mississippi. 
This title was incorrectiy published on yesterday. 





In the report of the proceedings of the House ol 
Representatives yesterdsy, our Reporter omitted 9 
notice that Mr. Cann of Lousiana presented 4 
petition signed by a large number of the citizens ©! 
the parish of Caddo, in the State of Louisiana, 
praying for a repeal of the laws of naturalization. 

Mr. Cninn observed that as the House had, on 
a previous occasion, referred all such petitions {0 
the Committee on the Judiciary, he moved a like 
reference of said petition; whieh was ordered by 
the House. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, Febraary 15, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the order of the 
day was the motion of Mr. Casey to refer the me- 
morial of the National Road Convention, held at 
Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instroctions to report a bill ap 
propriating $150,000 to each of the States of Ohio 
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Indiana, and Illinois, to be expended on the Cum- 
periand road. : at 

The substitute of Mr. Pickens for said instruc- 
‘ons, a5 follows: : ; 

“and that the memorial be ermmitted to the 
Commiitee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
consider the expediency of reporting a bill in fa- 
yor of the measure.” ; 4g 

And Mr. Marvin's amendment to the original 

0 osition,and’substitute for Mr, Pickens’s amend- 

ent, as follows: ; 

“And that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instracted ,to report ybills in accordance with 
ibe estimates contained in the reports from the 
chief Engineer, and the Chief of the Topographi- 
cal Engineers, to the Secretary of War, and com- 
nun'cated to Congress by the President, making 
appropriations for the year 1840, for the continua- 
yon of the construction or improvements of har- 
prsand roads and the navigation of rivers, for 
shich appropriations have been heretofore made. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the 
Jadiciary, to which had been referred the bill 
ymendatory to the act for the taking of the sixth 
census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States, asked the permission of Mr. Goong 
of Ohio, who was entitled to the floor on the ques- 
yon announced as the order of the day, to give 
way, to enable him to report said bill. Mr. S. said 
it would not take ten minutes to pass the bil, ashe 

resumed there would not be any debate on it. 
The marshals were all waiting for copies of some 
gcisimilar to this, before they could proceed in 
heir duties. He hoped the House would see the 
importance of acting upon it immediately. 

Mr. CUSHING intimated that he had some 
amendments which he intended to offer, and which 
be had no doubt would cause debate. 

Mr. SERGEANT was proceeding to show that 
the bill did not want any amendment, but was in- 
ierrapted by 

Mr. GOODE, who could not yield the floor, as 
he believed the bill would lead to debate. He 
went on to reply to that part of the remarks of Mr. 
Crary, of Mich gan, in which that gent’‘eman had 
gone into an examination of the conduc! of Gen. 
Harrison, in his various military campaigns, and 
disspproved of his management of some of them, 
and particularly the baitie of Tippacanoe, which 
had been previously eulogized by Mr. Prorrit, of 
Indiana. 

Mr. G. was sorry the subject had been intro- 
duced into the discussion on this bili; and, notwith- 
sanding he seldom spoke, he could not refrain 
from ding so, in consequence of the course the de- 
batehad taken. He denied that the Indians had 
chosen the ground for General Harrison on which 
that battle was fought, and contended that he was 
hot surprised by the Indians at that time, but was 
in the act of putting on his boots before the attack 
was made, and was on his horse in a few minutes 
afer the first gan was fired. That battle was 
fought with much fury and great dexterity, and 
hotwilstanding, as had been charged, the best blood 
of Kentucky had been freely shed on that occasion, 
it was not attributable to the want of military skill 
by General Harrison, or to his bad manage- 
mnt. He then endeavored to show, from 
documents in hand, that the force of the In- 
dians in that battle was not so much less than 
the forces of the General, as had been stated by the 
fentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Crary.] He 
Went into an examination ‘at great lengih of va- 
nous documents, to show that General Harrison 
Was entitled to great praise for his military ex- 
pits. Mr. G. then went into a history of the 
Cumberland road, and said it was identified with 
ke policy of the Government, and estimates had 
been regularly made for its prosecution, and had 
received the sanction of the Government under 

‘very Administration, from and including that of 

erson, until this year. He then argued that 
ihe faith of the Government was pledged to the 
completion of the work, and that if an appropri- 
ton be not now made, great loss will accrue to 

Government in waste of materials already 

purchased, and dilapidation of bridges half finished. 
the committee was not authorized to bring in a 
bil, because mo estimates were before it; and the 
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friends of the work were compelled to take some 
step to get the subject under the jurisdiction of the 
committee. He thought there could be no fairer 
way to do so than to instructit to report a dill. If 
the emptiness of the Treasury was the reason why 
ithad not beenincluded in the estimates by the 
Depariments, he thought it due to the House and 
the country that the President should have in- 
formed them of that fact. He went on to show 
that the Cumberland road had received the foster- 
ing care of the Government when the Treasury 
was in amore exhausted condition than it now is, 
and when a heavy debt was hanging over the na- 
tion. He believed the President had evaded the 
questicn intentionally, and that any effort to cut the 
Government loose from this road, would be tan‘a- 
mount to the separation of the Government from 
the interes's of the people. 

After Mr. GOODE had concluded, 

Mr. CORWIN rose and obtained the floor, but 
gave way, at the requestof Mr. JONES of Virgi- 
nia, chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means; when 

The following message from the President of the 
United Siates was read: 


Tothe House of Representatives of the United States: 

I lay before you a communication from the Se- 
cretary of War, accompanied by a report of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, showing the great im- 
portance of early action upon the biil from the Se- 
nate, providing for the continuance of the office of 
Commissioner of Pensions. The present law will 
expire by its own limitation on the fourth day of 
the next month, and sensible of the suffering which 
would be experienced by the pensioners by its sus- 
pension, Ihave deemed it my duty to bring the 
subject to your notice, and invite vonr early atten- 
tion to it. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnaincton, Feb. 14, 1840. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia then observed that there 
was a bill lying on the Clerk’s table to continne 
the office of Commissioner of Pensions till the year 
1842; and he moved that this bill be taken up, in 
order to make it the order of the day for Tuesday 
next which motion being carried, 

The bill to continue the office of Commissioner 
of Pensions, and to transfer to that office, from the 
Navy Deparment, the bus'ness of navy pensions, 
was taken up and read the first and second times; 
when 


Mr. JONES moved to refer it to the Committee 
of the Whole House, and make it the order of the 
day for Tuesday next. This motion being object- 
ed to as out of order, Mr. JONES gave notice that 
he would move to call up this bill on Tuesday 
next, 

Mr. CORWIN having replied at some length to 
Mr. Crary, and in vindication of the military skill 
of General Harrison, before concluding, yielded 
the floor to 

Mr. BELL,on whose motion, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 17, 1840. 

The CHIAIR presented a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States in regard to the neces- 
sity of an early provision by Jaw for the pro‘ection 
of the Treasury against the fluctuations and con- 
tingencies to which its receipts are exposed; which 
was referred to the Commitiee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BETTS presented the peti‘ion of Stephen 
Dunham, praying an increase of pension: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial cf a 
number of citizens of New Ycrk, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a petition of cilizens of New York, praying 
Congress to abolish imprisonment for debt through- 
out the Unit:d States, so far as they have the con- 
stitutional power; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the widow of John Nestor, 
for a peasion; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Also, the petiiion of citizens of Oneida county, 
New York, praying that the use of spiritous liquors 
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may be prohibited in the army and navy of the 
United States; which was laid on the table. 

Also, two petitions for the abolition of slavery 
the motion to receive which, was, 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Thomas Delano; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of a*nuimber of citizens of Maine, for a Congress of 
Nations; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Also, a memorial of Joseph Pernell for an addi- 
tional duty on imported silks; which wes referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, documents relating to the claim of Wil- 
liam Coley for a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of the 
Mayor and Common Council of the city of Chi- 
cago, praying for an appropriation of land for the 
construction of a barrier to protect the city from 
inundation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG also presented a preamble and re- 
solution passed by the General Assembly of Illinois, 
instructing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives of the said State in Congress to use their 
exertions to procure the passage of an act granting 
to that State, for public improvements, each alter- 
nate section on the different railroad routes in IJli- 
nois, or the whole of the unsokl public lands lying 
within her Jimi's,on condition that one-third the 
proceeds of the sales thereof should be paid to the 
Genera! Government; which was laid on the tabie, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of 
Alexandre Vattemare, p opesing a plan for the in- 
terchange of duplicates of books and specimens 
of natural history and the fine arts, between the 
Governments and other institutions of the civilized 
world, and recommending its adoption to the con- 
sideration of Congress; which was referred to the 
Joint Committee on the Library. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented to the Se- 
nate the first volume of Hazard’s Uni'ed States 
Commercial and Statistical Reg ster, published at 
Philadelphia, together with a letter from the Ed tor, 
“suggesting whether it may not be a proper object 
for the patronage of Congress, and be a convenient 
work of reference and information to be attached 
to the offices of our foreign Mini-ters and Con- 
suls ” 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, that from the slight ex- 
amination he had made of his work, he believed it 
contained much valuab'e co nmercial and statisti- 
cal information, which we ought all to possess; 
but which none of us would be wriling to incur the 
labor of collecting fer ourselves. He commended 
it, therefore, to the consideration of the Committee 
on the Library. 

The Register and the letter of Mr. Hazard were 
then referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented two memorials of 
citizens of the United sStates, praying for the im- 
position of a duty on foreign silks; which were re- 
ferred to the Cor mittee on Finance. 

Mr. B. -a!so presented twenty memorials, remon- 
strating against the use of bloodhounds in the Flo- 
rida war; which were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. a'so presented two memorials for the 
Abolition of slavery; the motions to receive which, 
were, 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial from citizens 
of Boston, recommending to the favorable conside- 
ration of Congress the memorial of Hall J. Kelly, 
on the subject of a colony in the Oregon Teiri- 
tory; which was referred to the Select Commitiee 
on the Oregon Territory. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
the heirs of Richard K. Meade; which was referred 
to the Committee en Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of citizens 
of New York, praying the passage of a bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of natura- 
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ized citizens of the city of New York, praying 
that Congrers may take sich measures as will se- 
cure the rec: gaition of their rights as citizens of the 
United States; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affai's. 

DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. DIXON said he held in his hand a set of 
resolutions, which had recently come to his ho- 
norable colleague and himself, passed by the 
Legislature of the State of Rhode Island, in favor 
of distributing the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands among the respective States. 

Tae deep interest which the people of that State 
have long felt in that subject, has more than once 
induced them to express, throuzh their Legislature, 
their views and claims in relationto it. History, 
sir, bears testimony that that State ming'ed 1's 
early exertions with the first and last efforts pe- 
rilled by our country in that struggle on the resalt 
of which depended the acquisition of that domain. 

Those in that State who took a bold part in the 
Revolution, and there were many—th:se who 
fought in the battles of that occasion—suppo ed 
they had paid the price, the dear price, which 
purchased their common interest in those lands; 
and their sons, sir, have hitherto believed them- 
selves entitled to the same, asa part of their fair 
inheritance. 

Those resolutions seem to have been Arawn up 
with a view to a bill pending befvre Congress for 
the purpose of ceding those lands to the new States. 
But, sir, as the same subject will be before the 
Senate to-day, or very soon, on the resolutions 
introduced by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tacky, (Mr. Crirtenpen,] in amendment, or by 
way of substitute, for the resolutions reported by 
the Select Committee, he would take occasion to 
intreduce them at this time, and moved that the 
resolutions be read, printed, and laid on the table. 

The resolutions were then read. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had great respect 
for Rhode Island, as one of the States of the Union, 
and her Legislatare; but he was compe led to think, 
from the very erroneous description which the re- 
solutions gave of the bill* he had introduced, that 





*For the purpose of e'ucidation, the bill which 
was the occasion of the discussion is annexed: 

A BILL to cede the public lands within the limite of the new 
States, on certain conditions therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, 
That all the public lands within the States of Alabama, Mis- 
siasippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Ilinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
and M chigan, with the exceptions of the sites of fortifications, 
navy and do*k yards, arsenals, magazines, and all o:her public 
buildings shall, after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, be ceded to the States within the limits of which 
they are respectively situated, they having previously complied 
with the follow.ng conditions: 

First. That the said States shall severally pass acts, to be 
irrevocable, that they will annually pay to the United States 
fifty percent. on the gross amount of the sales of such lands, on 
or before the first day of February of each succeeding year. 

Pr Secondly. That the minimum price, as now fixed by law, 
shall remain unchanged until the thirtieth day of June, afore- 
said; but after that period the price may be reduced by the 
States respectively, according to the following scale all lands 
teretofore offered at public sale, and then remaining unsold ten 
years or upward, preceding the thirtieth day of June aforesaid, 
may be reduced by said States to a price not less than one dollar 
per acre; and all lands that may have been offered at public sale, 
and remaining unsold fifieen years or upwards, preceding the 
siidthirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-two, may 
theree fter be reduced by said States to a price not less than seven- 
ty-five certs per acre; and all lands that may have been offered 
at public sale, and remaining unsold twenty years or upward, 
preceding the said thirtieth day of June. eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, may then be reduced by said States toa price not less 
than fifty cents per acre; and all lands that may have been of- 
fered at public sale, and remaining unsold twenty-five years or 
upwards, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-two, may thereafter be reduced by said States to 
a price not less than twenty-five cents per acre; and all lands 


’ that may have beep offered at public sale, and remaining unsold 


thirty years or upwarda, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, shall be eeded immediately to 
the Siates in which said lands are situate: Provided, That 
all landa which shall remtia unsold after having beeen offered 
at public sale for ten years, and which do not come under the 
above provisions, shall be subject to the provisions of graduation 
and cession aforesaid at the respective periods of ten, fifteen, 
twenty, twenty-five, and thirty years after sai! sale, commencing 
from the en of ten years after the same had been offered 
at public sale. 

Thirdly. That the lands shall be subject to the same legal 
subdivisions in the sale and survey as is now provided by law, 
reserving for each township the sixteenth section, or the sub- 
stitute, as heretofore provided by law; and the land not yet 
offered for sale, shal! be first offered by the State at public auc- 
tion and he sol@ for cash only, in the manner now provided by 
law. And any Jand now or hereafter remaining unsold after 
the same shat] have been offered forsale at public auction, shall 
be subject to entry for cash only, according to the gradyation 
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members had never seen it, and that 
they had taken their conceptions of it from 
the leter writers, many of whom dealt with 
truth as with fiction. The resolutions affirm 
that the cess'on propos*d was without equivalent. 
Every member of the Seaa'e knows that the as- 
sertion is without foundation. So far from a 
gratuitous cession, the bill provides that the States 
shall pay over one-half of the gress proceeds, 
leaving the other half to cover the expense, 
trouble, and responsibility of management. So 
far from a_ gift, he believed that the bill, if it 
should become a law, would bring as much into 
the Treasury, cr nearly so, asthe present system, 
besides the great political advantages, which he 
contemp'ated from the measure. Among these, 
a prominent one was, that it would reduce 
the patronage of the Government greatly, probably 
one-third, which he had supposed ihat gentlemen 
who professed to be so anxious to limit the power 
of the Executive, world not entirely overlook. 
Another was to arrest the growing conflict be- 
tween the new and old States about the pablic 
lands, which ought, as he would have supposed, to 
have some value in the eyes of those who pro- 
fessed to be friends to the union and harmony of 
the States. And yet the Legislature of a respecta- 
ble Siate, in the face of all this, bas ventured to 
affirm, officia!ly, in grave and solemn resolutions, 
that the ¢e-sion was without equivalent! How is 
this to be accounted for, but on the supposition he 
had made, that the members have never seen or 
read the bill which they had undertaken to de- 
nounce? 


Mr. DIXON rep'ied to the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. CaLnoun,] that he would not take 
upon himself to say that the Legislatare of the 
State of Rhode Island were well advised of the de- 
tails of the bill which the Senator had alladed to 
in hisremarks, When they passed the resolations 
now under consideration, whether they acted upon 
the authority of newspaper publications, as tie 
honorable Sena'or had siggested, whe her they had 
listened to the tongue of common fame, or availed 
themselves of any ether source of information, er 
had acted from the suggestions of their own imagi- 
natioa, was not material, inasmuch as they were 
correct in pointof fact. For, it is a truth, sir, 
there is a bill now pending in this Senate, for the 
purpose of transferring those public lands located 
within the geographical limits of certain new States, 
to those new States. Whether that cess‘on, sir, is 
for a fair equivalent or not, did now enter into the 
consideration of the Legislature which passed those 





which may be fixed by the States respectively, under the pro- 
visions of this act; and that the acts of Congress which may be 
in force at the time of assenting to this act, shall remain un- 
changed, except as modified by this act, unless with the assent 
of Congress. 

Fourth. This cession, together with the portion of the sales 
to be retained by the States respectively, under the provisions of 
this act, shal) be in full of the five percent. fund, or any part 
thereof, not already acerved to any State; and the said States 
shall be exclusively hable for all charges that may hereafter 
arise from the surveys, sales,and managementof the public 
lands and extinguishment of Indian title within the limits of said 
States respectively. 

Fifth. That, ona failure to comply with any of the above 
conditions, or a violation of the same on the part of any of the 
sail States, the cession herein made to the State failing tocom- 
ply with, or violating said conditions, shall be thereby rendered 
null and void; and all grants or titles thereafter made by said 


State, for any portion of the public lands within the limits of | 


the same ceded by this act, shall be, and ate hereby declared to 
be, null and void, and of no effect whatever. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever the 
President of the United States shall be officially notified that 
any of the States aforesaid has passed an act in compliance with 
the above conditions, it shall be his duty, after the thirtieth day 
of June aforesaid, or forthwith afterthe passage of said act if 
passed subsequent to that period, to adopt such measures as he 
shall think proper to close the land offices, including the sur- 
veying department, within the limits of said State; and that the 
commissiens of all officers connected therewith shall expire on 
a day to be fixed by him, bat which day shall not be beyond six 
months after the thirtieth day of June aforesaid, of if subse- 
quent thereto, fromthe day he received the official notification 
of the the passage of said act. 

_ Sac. 3. And beit further enacted, That on such notifica- 
tion being made, the said State shall be relieved from all com- 
pacts, acts, or ordinance, imposing restrictions on the right of 
said State to tax any lands by her authority subsequent to the 
sale thereof, ceded by this act; and all maps, titles, records, 
books, documents, and ‘papers, inthe General Land Office at 
Washington, relative to said lands, shall be subject to the order 
and dispostion of the Executive of sail State. 

Sec 4. And beit further enacted, That all landsofthe 
United States within the limits of the State of Tennessee, with 
the exceptions enumerated in the firet section of this act, shal! 
be, and the eame are hereby, ceded to paid Biate, 











' 


_ he had sta‘ed. 


resolutions, They meant no comment upa. 

details; and however perfect that bill mighe a ity 
in the opinion of the honorable Senator for a 
object intended thereby, yet the bi!! would b a 
less exceptionable to those who were opposed * 
pe principle of the bill, and in favor of the heat 
— of the proceeds of the sales to the respective 

Mr. CALHOUN. He did not object to a 
expression of opinion that the Legislature 2 
Rhode Island might choose to make; but he has 
supposed that a Legislature owed it to itself aa 
regard to truth, to make itself acquainted wi h the 
facts before it undertook to pronounce solemn), 
on the character of a measure. The Legistatar 
of Rhode Island not having thought Proper to “ 
so on the present occasion, he felt called oy as the 
author of the measure, to notice the fact, lest his 
silence might be construed into an acquiescence in 
the truth of the resolutions, and thereby tend to 
strengthen the erroneous impression which js ;, 
indusiriousiy attempted to be made in reference ;, 
the bill. 

Mr. CLAY was of opinion that the Legislature 
had pretty correctly described it. What said the 
bili? Did it not propese to give one-half for the 
management of the other? So the resolutions o/ 
the Legislature of Rhode Island could not te 
wholly incorrect; they were half right, at least, ac. 
cording to the provisions of the bill. We had ex. 
tinguished the Indian titles in nine new States 
and the whole cost of surveys and sales wou'd not 
be more than five per centum; yet here, in one 
sweeping clause, it was contemplated to cede one. 
half, the result of which would ultimately be a 
cessicn of the whole, Acd why? The bill con. 
stitutes each new State a collector of this revenue, 
and their necessities m‘ght tempt them to use it, 

rd year after year we should have applications w 
give time on thes? collections. Besides, the States 
might think proper to use paper circulating me. 
dium, while the hard money Administration would 
receive nothing but specie! Would you say to 
the State, you shall not sell you land for the mo. 
ney which you are content to use among your 
selves? These, with other causes, would in a few 
years bec: me so perplexing and so embarrassing, 
that we should be giad to relinquish the whol, 
Mr. C. alluded to the remark in relation to the 
diminution of the patronage of the General Go- 
vernment. That, he admit'ed, was very desirable; 
but then it m'ght be eff:cted as too great a sacri- 
fice. Suppcse we were asked to get rid of the 
Army cr Navy to diminish the patronage of the 
Government, should we do it? And yet here was 
a plan to get rid of a thousand millions of acres io 
diminish patronage. Such a plan, he thonght, 
could noi command the serious approbation even 
of the S. nator from South Carolina. 


Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator himself admits 
the false statement of the resoiutiens, while he un- 
dertakes to show that they are not so to the degree 
Instead of no eguivalent, as they 
assert, he admits that one half, at least, is to by 
paid over to the Union; but in this he does not do 
justice to the measure. The fifiy per cent. of the 
gross proceeds to be paid over was on his part but 
a conjectural estimate, liable to be raised or dimi- 
nished by the ccmmitiee before whom the bil cow 
is, as the resuit of a careful examination of all lve 
facts of the case might require to do justice to the 
Government and the Sates. Hs object was to al. 
low such a © mp nsation to the States as woul 
not only cover ail the expense and trouble of ad- 
ministration, but would make it their interest 1 
manage the lands with prudence and ecovomy. 

As to the consequences which the Senator had 
undertaken to trace, he would not attempt to fol 
low him and point out his erjors, as he was deter 
mined not to be ferced, on an occasion so unstil 
able, into a discuss on on the general merits of a 
measure. He, however, would say, that he ha 
no confidence in the Senator’s results, as he pre 
sumed he had none in his. But when the prope! 
time arrives, he would be prepared to meet . 
Senator or any other opponent, and to show sa 
bill, in every view in which it could be rega te 
political, moral, and fiscal, was perfectly 
fensible, 
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Mr.CLAY. The Senator from South Carolina 
has boen pleased to say that he has no confidence 

me. Sir, I reciprocate it with all my heart, and 
. a step further, and say I have no confidence 
. ihe Senator, whether in the pas', present, or fu- 
ore. (Mr. CaLHOUN. I said in your results.] 
Well, I apply it to the views of the Senator. In- 
gead of asserting what he will do, and in a bold 
aod rapid manner drawing his own results from 
bis own facts, and saying, “I defy the Sena'or to 

g.” &e. let us discuss the subject before an im- 
, rial tribunal, the peop'e. That was the true way 
io procecd to trial. The Senator’s description of his 
ova arguments was quite equal to bis opinion of 
hs own powers; but (said Mr. C.) let us meet at 
Philippi, or any where else, on this subject, and I 
will pledge myself to show it is one of the most 
wan'oD, re and goto cm measures that 

emanated from any public man. 

Or CALHOUN. It would seem to be the ob- 
ect ofthe Senator to get up an excitement on every 
gapject with which he was connected. He had 
xen 0 correct the erroneous statement of the 
psolutions, in reference to a measure with which 
he was connected. This he had done in the least 
ofensive language he could command, that did 
any thing hke justice to himself. The Senator 
thought proper to interfere, and, as usual, to give 
a personal turn — eae i ye no 48 

rsuch things. e came here to do the public 
aia and not to re galleries, or indu'ge 
in personal altercations. e was no way respon- 
tbl for such disreputable scenes, for the truth of 
phich he appealed to the Senate. He had throvgh- 
out limited himself to the defensive. 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator made appeals to the 
Senate whether ‘‘he had ever made assaults on the 
Senator from Kentucky.’’ If he were so disposed, 
he, too, m'ght appeal to Whos be (lar a 
who began this matter. en he (Mr. C.) rose 
peaks a romerk or two on the bil', not to argue 
its merits, the Senator said he had no confidence in 
my results. Was meee eae on 8 
mentary, or was it the language ef courtesy? He 
understood very well o wily course of hrs Sena- 
lor—it was to give a thrust, and place himself in 
the amiable attitude of self-defence. Mr. C. then 
stated, as he now stated, that the bill was a clear 
grant of one moiety to the new States, which, in 
ilsinevitable consequence, would end in the abso- 
late relinquishment of the whole; and the Senator 
chooses to construe that into an assault. And 
speaking in his own persun—his favoriie person 
—first person singular—“I will show—=I will defy— 
—_ ne comiaener in ~ results of pe peenee” 

repeat that I am as unwilling as any Senator to 
a in personalities, and as little in the habit of 
oirgso. In that business I have been more sin- 
ned against than sinning. I have been far more 
an object of attack than -the Senator frem South 
Carolina—as well in the Senate as by the public 
press, and in private circles. I have sometimes 
treated it with contempt, sometimes with indigna- 
ton, but have never been so peculiarly sensitive as 
he Senator. Mr. C. said the Senator and himself 
stood in “antagonistical”’ positions—their feelings all 
difered, moral, political, and social, and he had no 
idea that the Senator should cover himself with the 
cloak of sympathy, and give a thrust without being 
met. I stand (said Mr. C.) like the Senator from 
South Carolina, on my reserved rights! And espe- 
— in ee to this land bill I feel, and mean 

assert that right. 

Mr.CALHOUN. The excitement of the Se- 
hator has no effect upon me. Iam perfectly cool, 
ind am determined to keep so. He atti ibutes to me 
reer language, because I said I had no confi- 
: we = his results; but forgot to add that I coup'ed 

h the declaration that’ I presumed he had 
tone in mine. I had supposed that my meaning 
‘ould not be misunderstood. The Senator under- 
leok to show that my bill, thongh not in fact what 
the resolution asserted it to be, would be so in its 
results, To Teply to him, would neeessarily have 
opened the discussion on its general merits. I did 
hot think it the proper occasion; nor did I fee! that 
Would be justified in consuming the hour allotted 
Othe morning’s business in the discursion of a 
Measure in the hands cf a committee, and not be- 
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fore the Senate. To avoid the discussion, with- 
out seeming to acquiesce in the deductions of the 
Senator, I declared my want of confidence in his 
results, and, to remove the possibility of offence, lL 
coupled it with the declaration { did. Nor is the 
charge of egotism beiter founded. In affirming that 
I was prepared to meet him, or any other opponent 
of the measure, and to make ood its defence, I 
made no boast of superiority, ashe suppeses. My 
reliance was on the goodness of the measure, and 
not on any assumed superiority. The Senate 
will remember that I placed my remarks expressly 
on the ground of my entire confidence in the mea- 
sure, viewed in all possible lights, political, moral, 
and fiscal. The Senator, in his excitability, in- 
stead of regarding what I said in its connec- 
tion, fixes en 2n isolated word, or member of a 
sentence, and breaks forth into personalitivs; and 
then, when repelled, turns round and charges that 
he has been attacked. These things are far from 
being pleasant; I regard them as unbecoming the 
body, and the age and standing of the Senator and 
myself, and I engage in them with reluctance, and 
only when forced to it in self defence. 

Mr. KNIGHT rose, and said it seemed to him, 
on reading the resolutions of the Legislature of 
Rhode Island, that the Senator frem South Caro- 
lina misconceived the intention of the Legislature, 
in supposing that the Legislature intended to cen- 
sure that gentleman; they were opposed to his bill, 
and had expressed an opinion against it—not only 
against that bill, but against all other propositions 
to cede the public lands to any of the States with- 
out a proper equivalent. The Legislature did not 
believe that his bil provided such an equivalent, 
and passed resolutions against the general princi- 
ples of it. 

The Legislature (said Mr. K.) is in favor of the 
proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, divii- 
ing the proceeds cf the public lands amorg all ihe 
States, and has expressed an opinion in favor of 
that measure, but with no intention of casting cen- 
sure on the Senator from South Carolina. A cur- 
sory reading of the resolutions clearly satisfies my 
mind ‘hat there is no censure of the Senator con- 
tained in them; and I am confident, from the 
knowledge I possess of the gentlemen who com- 
pose that L-gislature, that no such intention was 
entertained by them: but that they are decidedly 
opposed to the biil introduced »y that Senator is 
certa'n, and as strongly in favor of the proposition 
of the Senator from Kentucky. 

The question was then taven, and the resolu- 
tions were ordered to be printed and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PRESTON presente! the memorial of 
Charles Brenan; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of 
George W. Osborne and others against the employ- 
ment of bloedhounds in the Florida war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Hugh Stewart; which was referred to the Cem- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented memorials frem the 
presidents and directors of the Bank of Washing- 
ton, the Bank of Potomac, and the Farmers’ Bank 
of Alexandria, severally praying for a renewal of 
their charters; which were referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WALKER presented a preamble and re‘o- 
lutions pasted by the Legislature of Missis-ippi, in- 
structing their Senators, and requesting their Re- 
pre-entatives, to use their exer ions to procure the 
establishment of a mail route from Jeckson, Miss. 
to Tuscaloosa, Ala.; which were referred to the 
Commit'ee on the Pcst Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill autho- 
rizing the States to tax any lands within their li- 
mits, sold by the United States, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee cn the 
Public Lands, to which was referred a bill to amend 
the act entitled “‘an act to amend an act entitled 
‘an act for laying off the towns of Fort Madison 
and Burlington, in the county of Des Moines, and 
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| the towns cf Beleview, Du Buque, and Peru, in 
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the county of Du Buque, Territory.of Wisconsin, 
aad for other parposes, approved March 3, 1837,’ ” 
reported the same without amendmen. 

Mr. SMITH of Conn. from the-Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Maj. Daniel Piatt; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Commitee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
the heirs of Anderson Lane, made an unfavorable 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. from the same committee, to which was 
referred a bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava, reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
Sarah Ralston, made an adverse report therevn; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of John Purdy, made an 
unfavorable report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which were refered 

The petition of Aaron Camp; 

The petition of Ebenezer Swan; and 

The petition of Susannah Picket; 
made unfavorable reports thereon. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred a bill making 
ceriain military roads in the State of Arkansas, re- 
poried ihe same with amendments. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill for the relief 
of John H. Sheppard, admini-trator of Abiel Wood, 
was taken up and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole; and, afler consideration, was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which were referred the memorials on 
the subject of employing bloodhounds in the 
Flerida war, presented the following communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, and the commit- 
tee was discharged for the further consideration of 
the subject. 

War DrpartMent, 
February 17, 1840. 

Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the [4th instant, transmit- 
ting from the Committee on Military Affairs a 
nomber of memorials against the employment of 
bloodhounds in the present war with the Indians in 
Florida, for such answer thereto as the occasion 
may require from the Executive branch of the 
Goverement. As Ihave had occasion to answer 
similar inquiries made by a member of the House 
of Representatives, | beg leave to transmit to the 
commiitee a copy of that communication, which, 
in part, farnishes the infermation required. 

There can be no doubt, from the respectable 
character of the memorialists, that they are ani- 
mated by humane motivesin remonstrat ng against 
the use of these dogs; but it is equally certain that 
they are deceived when they suppose that their 
employment will degrade the character of the 
country, or render i's officers obnoxious to the 
cherge of cruelty. It was doubtless the intention 
of the authorities of Florida, when they imported 
the b!oodhounds, to use them as guides to discover 
the lurking places of the Indians, not, as has been 
erroneously believed, to worry or destroy them; 
and this Depar'ment has given positive instructions 
to that effect, if they should be emp'oyed by any 
officers in the service of the Government, as will 
be seen by the accompanying copy of a letter to 
the Commanding Generai in Florida. The Go- 
vernment was not consulted on the sabject of the 
importation of these degs by the Goveinor and 
Council of Florida, and was ignorant of the trans- 
action until after their arrival in the Territory; but 
this Department did not feel itse'f justified in for- 
bidding their use. The inhabiiants of Florida 
have been crnelly harassed, and all their efforts, 
and those of our troops, have hitherto proved una- 
vailing to protect their families from the murder- 
ous assau!ts of the savages. If they believe that 
this cannot be effected but by the superior sagacity 
of these dogs, it would be inhuman ‘to prevent 
them from making use of what they regard as the 
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from the tomahawk and scalping knife. 

I beg leave to transmit herewith a copy of a let- 
ter from A. L. Magennis, esq. of St. Louis, which 
contains his impressions respecting the object for 
which these dogs were procured, and the manner 
in which they are to be used, derived during a short 
stay which be was obliged to make in Tallahassee 
about the time the dogs arrived in Florida. 

The memorials are herewith returned. 

Very respecifally, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Txromas H. Benton, 
Chairman Committee on Military Affairs. 
Wassinoton Crry, Feb. 8, 1840. 

Dear Sir: In compliance with your request 
that | would communicate in writing what I had 
previously mentioned in conversation, as having 
heard while passing through Florida, on my way 
here, respecting the bloodhounds recently brought 
there from Cuba, and the purpose for which they 
were procured, I beg leave to state that, on the 6th 
ult. during a sojourn of two or three days at Talla- 
hassee, while paying a visit at the residence of the 
present Governor, a gentleman entered the parlor, 
who was introduced as Col. Fitzpatrick, and who 
informed Governor Reid that he had just arrived 
from Cuba with a number of bloodhounds, to ob- 
tain which he had been despatched, as I understood 
him, under authority from ex-Governor Call, and 
the Legislature of Florida. Col. Fitzpatrick spoke 
of the difficulties which he had*had in getting those 
dogs, thirty-three in number; the high price paid 
for them, and the great trouble arising fiom boiste- 
rous weather and scarcity of provisions, owing to 
the voyage being of unusual length, in bringing 
them over; he expressed a desire that Governor 
Reid should give immediate instructions te have 
them taken from on board the vessel, then lying at 
Port Leon, or St. Marks, as they were very much 
reduced and feeble from want of proper foed, and 
put in some fit place, under the charge of five 
Spaniards, whom he had hired in Cuba as their 
keepers, and whd were the only persons capable of 
properly managing them. A good deal was said 
as to the manner in which they were to be used in 
operating a gainst the Indians; and, I believe, as 
well as I can recollect, and my recollection is preity 
distinct, Col. Fitzpatrick, who appeared most con- 
versant with the mode of keeping and using them, 
observed that they were always muzzled, unless 
when being fed; that when employed, in order to 
discover a hiding or retreating enemy, a keeper was 
appointed to each dog, to hold him in leash, and 
endeavor to put him on the sceat, which, once 
found, he rarely lost; the pursuers following close 
up to the keeper, and were thus conducted to the 
object of their search. ’ 

The dogs were describled by Col. Fitzpatrick 
as possessing fine wind, great strength, bottom, and 
courage, and as differing from the common hound 
in one particular, which made them of infinite ser- 
v.ce in chase of a lurking enemy: they rarely or 
never gave tounge to warn him of the approach ef 
his pursuers. 1 was not led to believe, from any 
thing which I heard on the occasion alluded to, or, 
indeed, at any other time duiing my journey 
through Florida, that those dogs were to be un- 
muzzled and let slip to assail the hostile marauding 
Indian warriors, and destroy their women and 
childien. I am persuade that the peop'e of Fio- 
rida, dreadfully as they have suffered from the fero- 
city of the Irdians, would not countenznce sach a 
species of warfare. 

Col. Fiizpatrick, who, I have since learned, is 
an officer of the Fiorida militia, struck me as being 
a gentleman of great intelligence and decided cha- 
racier. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ARTHUR L. MAGENIS. 
To the Hon. Mr. Pornsert, 
Secretary of War. 
War DeparTMENt, 
December 30, 1839. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of the 27th instant, inquiring into the 
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that the Government had determined to. use blood- 
hounds in the war aga nst the Florida Indians, and 
beg to as.ure you that it will afford me great 
pleasure to give you all the information on this 
subject in possess'on of the Department. 

From the time I first entered upon the duties of 
the War Department, I coniinued to receive letters 
from officers commanding in Florida, as well as 
from the most enlightened citizens of that Terri- 
tory, urging the employment of bloodhounds as the 
must efficient means of terminating the atrocities 
daily perpetrated by the Indians on the settlers in 
that Territory. To these proposals no answer 
was given, until, in the month of August, 1838, 
while atthe Virginia Springs, there was referred to 
me from the Department a letter addressed to the 
Adjutant General, by the officer commanding the 
forces in Fiorida, Geneial Taylor, to the following 
effect: 

Herapaquarters, Army or THE Sours, 
Fort Brooke, July 28, 1838. 

Sir: | have the honor to enclose you a commn- 
nication, this moment received, on the subject of 
procuring bloodhounds from the island of Cuba to 
aid the army in its operations against the hostiles 
in Florida. . 

I am decidedly in favor of the measure, and beg 
leave again to urge it as the only means of ridding 
the country of the Indians, whv are now broken 
up into small parties that take shelter in swamps 
and hammocks as the army approaches, making it 
impossible for us to follow or overtake them with- 
out the ad of such auxiliaries, 

Should this measure meet the approbation of the 
Department, and the necessary authority be granted, 
I will open a correspondence on the subject with 
Mr. Evertson, threugh Major Hunt, Assistant 
Quartermaster at Savannah, and will authorize 
him, if itcan be done on reasonable terms, to em- 
ploy a few degs, with persons who understand 
their management. 

I wish it distinctly understood that my object in 
employing dogs,is only to ascertain where the 
Indians can be found, not to worry them. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient serv’t, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Bi. Br. Gen. U. S. A. Commanding. 
To Gen. R Jones, Washington, D. C. 

On this letter I endorsed the following decision, 
which was communicated to General Taylor: ‘I 
have always been of opinion that dogs ought to be 
employed in this warfare to protect the army from 
surprises and ambuscades, and to track the Indian 
to his lurking place; but supposed, if the General 
believed them to be necessary, he would not hesitate 
to take measures to procure them. Tne cold-blooded 
and inhuman murders lately perpetrated upon help- 
less women and children by these ruthless savages, 
render it expedient that every posuble means 
should be resorted to in order to protect the people 
of Florida, and io enab'e the United States forces 
to follow and capture, or destroy, the savage and 
unrelenting foe. General Taylor is threfore au- 
thorized to procure such number of dogs as he 
may judge necessary, it being expressly understood 
that they are to be employed to track and discover 
the Indians, not to worry or destroy them.” 

This is the only action or correspondence on the 
part of the Department that has ever taken place 
in relation to the matter. The General took no 
measures to carry into effect hs own recommenda- 
tion, and this Department has never since renewed 
the subject. I continue, however, to eatertain 
the cpinion expressed in the above decision. I 
do not believe that desciiption of dog, ca'led the 
bloodhound, necessary te prevent sarprise or track 
the Indian murderer; but I still think that every 
cabin, every military post, and every detach- 
ment, should be attended by dogs. That pre- 
caution might have saved Dade’s command 
from massacre, and by giving timely wain- 
ing, have prevented many of the eruel mur- 
ders which have heen committed by the In- 
dians in Middle Fiorida. The cnly successful 
pursuit of Indian murderers that I know of, was 
on a late cccasion, when the pursuers were aided 
by the sagacity of their dogs. These savages had 
approached a cabin of peaceful and industrious set- 
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lers so stealthily, that the first notice of their 2. Res 
sence was given by a volley from their r; pighty 1 
~ ifles thr, 

tween the logs of the house; and the wor, mie Sa 
death was finished by tomahawking the a OE 3, Rest 
after tearing fiom them their infant children met holly 


dashing their brains out against the door. Q0GREE constitu 


Are these ruth’ess savages to esca ant 
such scenes of blood because they can, ce be Fede 
fellow-citizens in Florida, and our regular sold y a 
and baffle their unaided efforts to overtake o ‘CTS og ihe Te 
cover them? On a late eccasion, three est, - erations 
citizens were killed in the immediate neighbors . expedien 


of St. Augustine, and one officer of d’siin ish The qu 
merit mortali'y wounded. It is in evidenss Ps Mr. Crit 
these murders were committed by two Indians, who Rusolve 
afler shooting down the father and beating 2 far as the 


eon'racte: 
and const 
aad that 
of the abi 
their con 

Resolve 


Aistribute 


the son’s brains with the butis of their rifles u 

hearing the approach of the volunteers, telinel 
few yards into the woods, and secreted themsel ye. 
until the troops returned to town with the dea 
bodies of those who bad been thus inhumac; 
and wantonly butchered. It is to be regretted tha 
this corps had not been accompanied with one; 


two hunters, who, with their dogs, might jands am 
tracked the blood stained footsteps of Sean Indian : a 


have restored to liberty the captive they were dra 
ging away with them, and have prevented theme!” 
from ever again repeating such atrocities, No render a 
could the severest casuist object to our fellow-citi paportan 
zens in Florida resorting to such measures in ore - : 
to protect the lives of their women and childien, ME 

Very respectfully, elect Cc 


Your mest ob’t serv’t, walive, s 
J.R. POINSerT, meee 


Hon. Henry A. Wise, House of Representatives iginal 
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War Department, 
January 26, 1840. 
Sir: It is understood by the Department, alihoug 
nct officially informed of the fact, that the authori 
ties of the Territory of Florida have imporied 
pack of bloodhounds from the Island of Cuba; an 
I think it proper to direct, in the event of thos 
dogs being employed by any officer of officers un 
der your command, that their use be confined, al 
gether, to tracking the Indians; and in order 1 
ensure this, and to prevent the possibility of thei 
injuring any person whatsoever, that they be muz 
zled when in the field, and held with a leash whi 
‘following the track of the enemy. 
, Very respectfully, your most ob't serv’t, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Brig. Gen. Z. Tayor, 
Commanding Army of the South, Florida. 


THE UNFINISHED BUSINESS. Hi 

The CHAIR announced that the unfinished bu 
siness of Friday could now be taken up; which 
was the motion of Mr. Bentwn, from the Commit 
tee on Finance, that certain documents on the sa! 
business should be printed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN suggested whether, before the 
proceeded in any further argument on this subjec’ 
it would not be betier to have a copy of the worl 
on each Senator’s desk, and then they m ght vo! 
understandingly on the question of printing an ex 
tra number. 

The CHAIR stated that the question before the 
Senate was only for printing the usual number fe 
the use of the Senate. posi 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky and Mr. DAVIS stated ) 
that they had no objection to printing the usd 
number; and the printing was ordered. y 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following reso.ution 
















which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the Uni'ed Sta! of 1 
be requested to transmit to the Senate such inlorg™, 7 
mation as he may possess, showing the necessity ° of ay 
further legislation in regard to the papers of vest! ¥ to 
bound on foreign voyages. 


SPECIAL ORDER. ; 
The resolutions connected with the report 0!" 
Select Committee on the assumption of the Sia 
debts were taken up, as follows: ; 
1. Resolved, That the assumption, directly of ” 
directly, by the General Governinent, of the deb" 
which have been, or may be, contracted by ™ 
States for Jocal objects or State purpores, would? 
unjast, both to the States and to the people, 
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P sigh'y inexpedient, and dangerous to the Union of 
< on oe d, That such assumption would be 
men MM jolly unauthorized by, and in violation of, the 
Ang copstitution of the United States, and utterly re- 
Osis ME nant t) all the objects and purposes for which 
peal,» Federal Union was formed. 
on 4, Resolved, That to set apart the public lands, 
lie ihe revenues arising therefrom, for the before- 
dis eentioned purposes, would be equally unjust, in- 
dab} 


gxpedient, and unconstitational. 





















hood” The question was on the substitute offered by 
ished CRITTENDEN, aS follows: 

tha@il psolved, That the debts of the several States, so 
Who 


ar as hey are known to the Senate, have been 
quiracted in the exercise of the undoubted right 
spi constituuonal power of said States respectively, 
that'there is no ground to warrant any doubt 
of he ability or disposition of those States to fulfil 
dir contracts. — 

Resolved, That it would be just and proper to 
isuibute the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the several States, in fair and ratea- 
proportions, and that the condition of such of 
ihe States aS have contracted debts is such at the 
otmoment of pressure and difficulty as to 
ender such distribution especially expedient and 
important. 

ir. BUCHANAN asked the Cuarr if it would 
be in order to amend the resolutions offered by the 
elect Commitiee, and being answered in the affir- 
ative, said that for the purpose of placing himself 
inacorrect position, and to avoid voting against 
bathe deemed the truth, he would move that the 
iginal resolutions should be amended by adding 
hereto, as a distinct and separate resolution, the 
resolution of the substitute. Whilst he should 
nos freely vote that it was unconstitutional, inex- 
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heugl dient, and unjust, for Congress to assume the 
ub . yment of the existing debts of the States, he was 
a rious, at the same time, to express his entire 
; q 










































pnfidence both in the ability and will of these States 

ppay their debts honestly and in good faith. In 

we expression of this opiniou, he would go as far 

s the Senator from Kentucky, and was, therefore, 

lling to adopt his resolution on this particular 

branch of the subject. 

Mr. PHELPS, who was entitled to the floor, not 

being present, the further consideration of the sub- 
twas postponed until to-morrow. 

TT The Senate then went into the consideration of 

a ecutive business, 

Ja Alter which, it adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 17, 1840. 


Mr.J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee 
Ways and Means, would, by the permission of 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Curwin,] move 
at the House would, on to-morrow, at the hour 
one o'clock, resolve itself into Committee of the 
toleon the state of the Union, for the purpose 
considering the bill for the payment of Kevolu- 
uuary and other pensioners, and that it be made the 
cial order for that and the succeeding day, in 
ielerence to all other business, until disposed of. 
Mr. LAWRENCE, before the question was ta- 
', and in order that the Hoose might understand 
position of this bill, would, by ils permission, 
ake afew remarks. The amount of the pension 
ud, now applicable to the payment of the pensions 
coming due on the 4th of March, was $1,294,0v0, 
1 was in the hands of forty-one agents appointed 
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d Stat vernment. There was no law for the trans- 
h informe °{ these funds from one agency to another. 
essity fm © ¥ere, to be sure, general laws for the trans- 


4ppropriations, which gentlemen supposed to 
Yo the pension fund, but they did not; and 
“¢ was no law by which these moneys could be 
“usterred from one point to another. In conse- 
Of this, if this bill is not passed by this 
ke in the next forty-eight hours, the pensioners 
hot receive what is their due. These pen- 
are scattered all over the United States, 
ne Were now left but fifteen days in which 
vould ? - the transfers. Under these circumstances, 
“ *L. appealed to gentlemen on both sides of the 
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ved, That such assumption would be 
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House not to discuss this bill. It must pass; and 
if gentlemen wished to arraign the Administration, 
he hoped they would do it on some other question 
than th's. I make these remarks, said Mr. L. be- 
cause it is due to ourselves and to the country that 
this bill should pass to-day or to-morrow, and to 
let these pensioners have the money on which they 
subsist. He would move to take up this bill now, 
as it could be passed in a few minutes, but as the 
chairman of the committee [Mr. Jones, of Virginia] 
had suggested to-morrow, he was willing to wait 
until that time. 

‘Ihe SPEAKER said that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia could only be received by 
general consent. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON said he objected to 
the motion, and would continne to object to taking 
up any bill while the bill for the protection of Flo- 
rida, where the Indians were scalping cur women 
and children, was lying on the table. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia then moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules, to enable him to offer his motion, 
and called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RUSSELL suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia the expediency of modifying his motion so 
as to make the bill the order of the day for two 
o’clock, instead of one to-morrow. It was well 
known that the standing committees had not had 
an opportunity of reporting from the commence- 
ment of the session until now. Mr. R. then moved 
to amend the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, so as to make the bill the order of the day for 
two-o’clock to-morrow. 

The CHAIR said the motion of the gentleman 
from New York was not in order, the rules not 
having yet been suspended, and the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia not before the House. 

The question was then put and carried—yeas 
166, nays 1; so the rules having been suspended, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia submitted the following 
resolution, and moved the previous quest on on it: 

Resolved, That this House will, on to-morrow, at 
one o’clock, resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union to consider House 
bill No. 3, and that it be the special erder at that 
time, and at the same hour every succeeding day, 
until the bill be disposed of, and that it take prece- 
dence of all oiher business. 

The resolution having been read, the call for 
the previous question was seconded by the House, 
when the main question was put,and the resolution 
was adopted without a division. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported without amendment the bill 
from the Senate to amend the act providing for tak- 
ing the sixth census, and moved to refer the same 
to the Committee ef the Whole House on the State 
of the Union; which motion was adopted. 

After some conversation between Messrs. COR- 
WIN, LINCOLN, and the SPEAKER, whether 
the subject under discussion, on Saturday last, was 
the first thing in order to-day, 

Mr. CORWIN, to avoid any discussion on a 
point of order, moved that the subject then before 
the House be now taken up for consideration, 
which was agreed to; when 

The SPEAKER announced that the ques- 
tion before the House was the motion of 
Mr. Cassy to refer the memorial of the National 
Road Convention, held at Terre Haute, Indiana,to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 
tions to report a bill appropriating $150,000 to each 
of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to be 
expended on the Cumberland road. 

The substitute of Mr. Pickens for said instruc- 
tions, as follows: 

“And that the memorial be committed to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
to consider the expediency of reporting a bill in fa- 
vor of the measure.” 

And Mr. Marvin's amennment to the original 
proposition and substitute fur Mr. Picken’s amend- 
ment, as follows: 

“And that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to report bills in accordance with the 
estimates contained in the reports from the Chief 
Engineer, and the Chief of the Topographical 
Engineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- 
cated to Congress by the President, making appro- 
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priations for the year 1840, for the continuation of 
the construction or improvements of harbors and 
roads the navigating of rivers, for which appropri- 
ations have been heretofore made. 


Mr. CORWIN, who was entitled to the floor, in 


continuation of his remarks on Saturday, re- 
plied at great length to the constitutional objections 
of Mr. Pickens to the 
making appropriations for 
gentleman, he 
self and the country, that the 
which had been administered in such a way that it 
wasentirely different from what it was intended 
by its fiamers, was about to be restored to its pu- 
rity. Ifthat gentleman’s position was correct, he 
conceived it very unfortunate and most extraordi- 
nary that the framers of that instrument had com- 
mitted such gross eriors in expounding and ad- 
ministering it forso many years; for he believed 
that Washington and his cabinet, and Madison, 
Jefferson, and Monroe, as would be seen from their 
reccrded opinions, were in favor of this road, and 
conceived it perfectly constitutional. 
argued at great length, to show the existence of a 
contract between the Governmes! 
States for the completion ef thice cad, and that 
the contract had not been complied with on the 
part of the Government. 
dared deny, that the agre>ment did exist, which 
was ail 
and unless 
that the contracting parties had no right, under the 
Constitation, to nake the agreement, it was obli- 
gatery on the part of the General Government to 
fulfili's provisions to the letter, by constracting 


passage of any Dill 
this road. That 
congratulated him- 
Constitution, 


said, had 


Mr. C. then 


and the new 


No one could deny, or 


the friends of the measure wanted— 
the opponents of it could show 


this road to and through the State of Ohio. Those 


States through which the road runs, as a party to 


the contract, gave up the rightto tax 122,000,000 
of acres of land, subject to taxation by them. It 
was an object of the most earnest anxiety by the 
Federal Government to get the States to relinquish 
this right—a right which Mr. Ga latin said they 
possessed, not only to tax land sold by the Gevern- 
ment, but also that remaining unsold. Four sove- 
reign States gave up this right, for five years, to 
tax this quantity of land, which, at $2 per 100 
acres, amounted, in round numbers, to 12,200,000 
dollars. The amount expended in the States, un- 
der the contract, he was understood to say, was 
little over three millions; and thus the Government 
had cleared about 8,000,000 by the operation. He 
wished the State Rights party to remember this 
when they compared these States to mendicants at 
the National Treasury, because they demanded a 
fulfilment of the obligations of the agreement. 
Mr. C. maintained that the Cumberland road was 
a great national and military road and commercial 
highway; and that the same reasons existed for the 
continuation of it now, as there did when it was 
commenced, as a means of defence of the Western 
frontier; and instanced the large body of Indians, 
60,000 strong, now concentrated on the frontier, to 
which it was intended this road should be carried. 
He did not claim the appropriation as a matter ef 
favor, but on the ground of justice and right. As 
it seemed that the greatest objection to making it at 
this time, was on account of the low state of the 
Treasury, he examined the estimates, and showed 
that sufficient curtailment could be made on unne- 
cessary objects, to progress with this road,and yet 
keep the expenditures of this year within the gross 
amount of the estimates. He also showed the loss 
which the Government would sustain if an appro- 
priation was not speedily made. 
_ The SPEAKER said that there was an impor- 
tant communication from the Executive, on his ta- 
b'e, which he would beg leave, at that time, to lay 
before the House; which was read, as follows 
To the House of Representatives: ed 
I submit to Congress a communication from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, repeating suggestions 
contained in his annual report, in regard to the ne+ 
cessity of an early provision by law for the protec- 
tion of the Treasury against the fluctuations and 
continzencies to which i's receipts are expesed, 
with additional facts and reasons in favor of the 
propriety of the legislation then desired. ‘ 
e application assumes that although the means 
of the Tieasury for the whole year may be equal 
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to the expenditures of the year, the Depariment 
may, notwithstanding, be rendered unable to meet 
the claims upon il at the times when they fall due. 
This apprehension arises partly from the circum- 
siance thaf the Jargest proportion of the charges 
upon the Treasury, including the payment of 
pensions, and the redemption of Treasary notes, 
fall due in the early part of this year, viz: in 
the months of March and May, whi'e the 
sesources, on which it might otherwise rely, to 
discharge them, cannot be made availab'e until 
the last half of the year, and partly from the fact 
that a portion of the means of the Treavury c.n- 
sists of debts due from banks, for some of which 
delay has already been asked, and which may not 
be punctually paid. 

Considering the injurious consequences to the 
character, credit, and business ef the country, 
which would result from a failure by the Govern- 
ment foreven so short a period, to meet its en- 
gagements—that the happening of such a contin- 
gency can only be effectually guarded against by 
the exercise of legislative authority—that the pe- 
riod, when such disability must arise, if at all, 
and which, at the commencement of the s¢ssicn,was 
comparatively remote, has now approached so near 
as a few days, and that the provision asked for is 
only intended to enable the Executive to fulfil ex- 
isting obligations, and chiefly by anticipating funds 
not yet due, without making any additions to the 
public burdens, I have deemed the subject of suf- 
ficient urgency and importance again to ask for 


it your early attention. 
M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasninoron, 17th February, 1849. 

Treasury DepaRTMENT, 
Feb. 15, 1840. 

Sia: The duty entrusted to this Department of 
supervising the execution of such laws as are con- 
necied with the fiscal operations of the Govern- 
ment, induces me to make to you the following 
communication. 

In the annual report on the finances, submitted 
to Congress near the commencement of its present 
session, [ had the honor to state, in substance, that 
if the new appropriations should not exceed in 
amount the estimates then offered, and if the in- 
debted banks shou'd meet their obligations wiih 
punctuality, the receipts for the whole year would 
probably equal the expenditures. 

After the lapse of nearly three months, those 
views remain unchanged, excep! so far as subse- 
quent events, heretufcre communicated to you and 
to Congress, may in some degree affect them. But 
whether those events, viz: new constructions of 
the tariff laws by the courts, and increased embar- 
sassments of business in consequence of the sus- 
pension of specie payments by the banks contine- 
lag over a large part of the Uuited States, will 
reduce the revenue so much as to render new 
means on those accounts indispensable, cannot yet 
be decided with certainty. But it may be ascer- 
tained before Congress adjourns, and can then, if 
necessary, be suitably provided for. 

It was also stated im the annual report, that the 
unceitainty of receiving prompt payment from 
the banks, and the convenience of having a lar, er 
balance on hand in the Tieasury than was likely 
to exist, as weli as the fact that the greatest debis 
due from the bauks weie not payab'e til the last 
half of the year, while the largest expenditures 
were charged on the first half of it, and particu- 
larly On the month of March, required some a le- 
quate provision of means to meet tho-e coulingen- 
cies and inequali'ies, and rendered “the earliest 
allention to new leg slation on this subject” “highly 
pradent, if not indispensable, for the effectual se- 
curity of the pablic credit.” 


The prompt adoption of such precautionary 
measure was further urged, on general grounds of 
expediency, considerng the exuwting embarrass- 
mnt: of the country, the suspension of specie pay- 
ments by many of the banks, and the fluctuations 
and uncertainties to which our receip's and expen- 
ditures were, from vaious causes then euume- 
rated, constantly exposed. ‘The experience and 
occurrences during nearly one-fourth of a year, 
which has since elapsed, have strengthened the 
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impression then entertained on this point; and in 
official communications since made to the appro- 
priate committees of Congress and yourself, I 
took the liberty to repeat my conviction of the 
continued urgency and importance of the measure 
previously recommended in re'ation to it. 

But no action having ) et taken place conceraing 
this subject, though the period is near at hand, 
when the due maintenance of the public credit 
seems most imperatively to require it, I shall 
proceed to state, with more minuteness than here- 
tofore, some of the circumstances which make such 
a provision so essential at the present moment. 
Early as the 5th and 7th of March, a very large 
amount of pensiens and Treasury notes become 
due, in addition to other and ordinary demards. 
They will exceed, in the aggregate, two and one- 
quarter millions of dollars, and for the payment of 
which funds are yet to be advanced by the Trea- 
sury to the amount of about - $1,450,000 
Oathe 13th of March, more Treasury 

notes fall dve, not yet redeemed, com- 


puted at - - - - 250,000 
Others fall due and are redeemable 
in the rest of March, April, and 
May, estimated at ~- - - 1,150,000 
$2,850,000 


These constitute an aggtezate of burdens but 
litle short of three millions, beside other payments 
for ordinary objec's. 

The estimates of all the receipts and all the ex- 
penditures, for these and other objects, during that 
period, with the available ba'ance of money now 
on hand in the Treasury, are detailed in the state- 
ment annexed, marked A. 

From those particulars it will be seen that, in 


order to be able to discharge all anticipat-d claims - 


punctually, and retain on hand the appropriate 
balance of abouttwo millions for common pur- 
poses, a provis on of means is expedient to the ex- 
tent of four and three-fourths millions of dollars, 
subject to be used in who'e or in part, as may be 
found necessary to meet the public exigencies, un 
der all the uacertainties to which our financial ope- 
ratiovs aie liable. 

At this late day, a power to issue Treasury 
notes, instead of those heretofore or hereatier re- 
deemed, or to make a temporary loan to that ex- 
tent, subject to be redeemed after sixty or ninety 
das’ nolice, seems the best, and, in fact, the only 
effectual method of providing such means, until the 
r. ceipts, in the last half of the year, or subsequently, 
may enable the Department to extinguish any debt 
meurred. 

An increase of the tariff, or a recall of deposites 
from the States, would be too slow in their opera- 
tions for obtaining adequate funds seasonably, as 
some of them will be needed within two or three 
weeks. 

To confer an efficient power, to procure neces- 
sary means, would make no addition to ihe pub'ic 
burdens, but merely aid the Executive branch of 
the Government to execute the laws wih fide'i'y, 
by discharg ng appropriations alieady imposed by 
Congress; and to the prompt payment of which the 
public faith has been solemnly pledged. The pro- 
priety of doing it, therefore, seems too obvious tu 
require further comment. 

Having submitted these views,in addition to 
tho-e heretofore presented on the same subject, this 
Department, except under new authority from 
Cuongress, can accomplish nothing more than to 
continue to meet the public engagements to such 
an extent as may be practicable, however imper- 
fectly, under the existing laws and the means al- 
ready at its disposa'. Respectfally, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary «f the Treasury. 
To the Parsipent of the United States. 


(A.) 

Money in the Treasury 10:h of February, 1840, 
available for general purposes, computed to be 
about $1,700,000, but at the end of the month it 
will probably be reduced to - $1,300,000 
Not over two-ihirds of this will be 

situated on the seaboard, and conve- 





nient for use to pay pensions, and re- a 

deem Treasury notes. . — 

Receipts, in March, April and May, Oit v 
from customs and Jands, estimated been 
at - - : - - 

Receipts§from banks in those months, *, 600,009 ) 
indebted in 1837 as depositories, House 
estimated at - - - 200,009 fl upon it 

ereniD§ 


Now and before the Ist June, com- ——— Mr. 

















































puted aggrega'e means - ~ $5,100,009 fm centlem 
= Mr. 
Expenditures for pensions required by rer = th 
5th March, as estimated by the sire tha 
War Department at $1,760,000, of tearing 
which will then be needed, besides the que 
what has been recently advanced, three Bt 
about - - - - on, an 
Treasury notes falling due by March 000,000 * Mr. 
Tih, not yet redeemed - - 550,000 Imm peec® ° 
Treasury notes falling due by March that hes 
13th, not yet redeemed - ° 950,000 fam bad opp 
Treasury notes falling due in the rest ) net on 
of March, April and May, and oth- pion, W 
ers then redeemable - - 1,150,009 fm tions fo 
Ordinary expendituresin March, April ; accorda 
and May, out of appropriations al- bors, lig 
ready maie, and new ones which fore ti 
are expected to pass, and are re- measur 
quired to carry into effect existing tuCy, | 
laws for ordinary objects, before Ist thought 
of June, est.matcd at - = 4,500 Ocqim tele ap 
—— —_ By pore of 
7 their bo: 

92,350,009 pe of 
Least balance usually proper to have construc 
on hand at various points, near as tree, as 
wellasremote = - = $2,000, 000mm !2, [M 
Add for the Ist of June, to meet what eur Ral 
is immediately due under the many back the 
new appropriations passed near tho willing | 
close of the ses:ion . - 500, 000mm uormot 
ican spirit of 
$9,850,001 gard to | 
Deduct the computed means - - 5,100,000! = 
williog 
Amount of additional means appear- in his p 
ing expepient now and before the profasio 
Ist of June - - past, bee 


= $4,750,000 


On mction of Mr. JONES of Virginia, 
Ordeved, That it be referred to the Committee o 
Ways and Means, and be prin‘ed. 


Mr. BELL rose and said that he felt a little em 
barrassed as to an application which had bee 
made by friends around him Some gentleme 
were under the impression that this discussio 
would be continued from day to day, until the sub 
ject was disposed of; but he apprehended that, 
not terminated this evening, it would go overt 
this day two weeks, unless a special order shou! 
be made in relation to it. Oiher genilemenh 
expressed an anx'e'y to have an opportuni’, da 
ing ‘he remnant of the evening, of presenting pe 
litions, which could cnly be done by aa order | 
that effect, or by unanimous consent. And, agai 
other gentlemen had expressed their anxiety '0 hav 
the question taken at some early day, and their fe 
that, if this evening was passed in discussion, 1 
opportunity would be given to take the questo 
He was ready, in courtesy and in justice to the ou 
siness of the House, to yield to any reasonad 
proposition which might be made. If it was! 
sense of the House that the question should be t 
ken immediately, he would not occupy ils time 
any remarks, however desirous it might be tob 
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to submit a few observations. Or, if it wat "MMaod the, 
sense of the House to postpone the further consC@in suo, 
ration cf the sabject to a particular day, he WOON); 1. 


acqniesce. Wha'ever course the House mi 
think proper to adopt, be should feel himself © 
strained, in courtesy, to accede to. . 
Mr. CASEY would make a suggestion. 
original proposition as to the instiuctions was ° 
fered by biwself. So far as he was con ’ 
was willing to forego the des re he felt to addr 
the House; and he believed that he might say ‘¢ 
number of the friends of the measure, that © 
were willing and anxious to take the question ° 
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ening. Olher subjects would come up, on which 
ev ilemen might have an opportynity to express 
ere views on all the various matters which had 
- brought into this discussion; and, in order 
« the sabject before the House might be referred 
000 that e sud} . b ] 
ihe committee, (if it was the pleasure of the 
House s» to do,) and that the committee might act 
mm a it, he hoped the question might be taken this 
— Cte BELL said he understood, then, that no 
000 seileman wisked to spsak. 
Ut Mr. RHETT begged to remind gentlemen of 
what they themselves had said, that it was their de- 
ce that the question should be discussed in all its 
rearings fully, and that after it had been discussed 
ihe question should be taken. He believed that 
shree gentlemen had spoken against the appropria- 
tion, and that nine had spoken in favor of it. 

Mr. BELL, after paying a high compliment to the 
000 n of the eloquent gentleman [Mr. Corwin] said 
, ihat heshould oppose this appropriation,as healways 
000 Mame bad opposed it,on the grounds of its inexpediency, and 
: yet on constitutional grounds, which, in his opi- 

sion, were untenable. He believed that appropria- 
000 me 00s fur the Cumberland road were as much in 
, ycordance with the Constitution as those for har- 
bors, light-houses, &c. on the sea coast, and there- 
fore the most successful mode of a'tacking this 
measure would be on the grounds of it§ inexpedi- 
wey, and net of its uncons'itutionality. He 
thought that no sensible people would withhold 
weir appropriations from the seaboard for the pur- 
poe of making these expenditures overflow on 
iheir borders—and he always thought that the peo- 
pe of the interior would never submit to such a 
construction of the Constitution as this. If it was 
oe, as alleged by the gentleman from South Caro- 
ja, (Mr. Pickens,] that such a crisis had arrived in 
wut national affaiis, that it was possible to bring 
back the Government to its original purity, he was 
villing to go along with him in cutting off these 
qwormoas appropriations not sanctioned by the 
npiritof the Constitution, and particularly with re- 
gad to those isolated appropriations for the benefit 
of particular sections ot the country. He was 
willing to go along with the gentleman, and do all 
in his power to stay the tide of extravagance and 
profasion of expenditare that had, for some years 
past, been running so strongly. But was the gen- 
ieman sure that such a crisis had arrived? Was 
benot mistaken in his judgment? The gentleman 
did not dwell upon the evidence which was so sa- 
islactory to his mind, that this happy state of things 
bad arrived. He did not go into the details of that 
evidence to show that the Republican party of the 
South now occupied the vantage ground, which 
vould enable them to control the action of this Go- 
veromeat with regard to a more economical ad- 
ministration of its affairs. Allusion had been made, 
in the course of this debate, to the state of the 
Treasury, but this was an argument that had been 
wed every year the Cumberland road was before 
the House, and was both idle and uuprofitable. 
This Goverament had been frequently obliged to 
Sorrow money, and last year issued Treasury notes. 
liwas not the state of the Treasury, then, that the 
featleman from South Carolina relied on to defeat 
these appropriations. Was it in any change in the 
opinions of the Executive? and was the gentleman 
‘om New York right in supposing that the Presi- 
dent had abandoned all his old opinions with regard 
‘othe importance of internal improvements, and 
set his face against all such appropriations? 
were Was No evidence of this nature before them. 
“it Was not aware that it had ever been customary 
tthe President of the United S:ates to notice these 
seat works in his annual message to Congress; 
and therefore, there was nothing to warrant them 
2 woul. UPPosing that he was opposed to the Cumber- 
aa , because it was not mentioned in his last 
me sage. It was supposed, however, by some, that 
te President had changed his views with regard to 
great questions, because the Secretary of the 
‘asury had omitted to make an estimate for the 
wnberland road, in his last annual report. 

'¢ are now, said Mr. B. on the eve of a Presi- 

tial election, and that is the cause why there is 
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ferred to the Journal of the House for 1834, and 
quoted the proceedings on taking up the bi | for the 
Cumberland road, in illustration of his argument; 
and then went on to allude to the effects to be pro- 
duced on the South, if it could be satisfied that 
these appropriations would cease. Afier replying 
at some length to Mr. Pickens, Mr. B. went into 
his objections to this resolution, aud particu'arly 
objected to the various other appropriations that 
were tacked to it, in the way of amendments, thus 
compelling the House to express an opinion in re- 
lation to all of them together. He expressed his 
wish that some settled system of internal improve- 
ments should be adopted, by which a known 
and fixed amount should be appropriated every 
year, and by this means break up that sys- 
tem of combinations and alliances which 
had too often carried through the most ob- 
jectionable appropriations. He blamed the mem- 
bers from the South for their unalterable and un- 
qualified opposition to internal improvements in 
every shape, and believed that such opposition had 
caused the combinations of members from the 
Northeastern and Western States, which had en- 
abled them to carry all their sectional objects 
through the House. He had no doubt but that 
millions might be saved to the South by their re'ax. 
ing their system, and admitting of fixed and per- 
manent appropriations for objects woithy of the 
national bounty. After continuing his remarks for 
some time, Mr. B. was interrupted by 

Mr. HUBBARD, who suggested to him, on ac- 
count of the lateness of the hour, to give way for 
an adjournment. 

Mr. BELL expressed his willingness to acqui- 
esce in the decision of the House, reserving his 
right to the floor when the subject should be again 
resumed; afier which, at the request of several 
gentlemen near him, he submitted a resolution, 
extending the time for the daily reception of peti- 
tions until the first of March next. This resolu- 
tion requiring the general consent of the House, 

Mr. TURNEY objected. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia also objected on the 
ground of the motion interfering with the impor- 
tant public business which demanded the earliest 
cousideration of the House. 

Mr. BELL then moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to submit the resolution; and, in 
taking the question by tellers, there were 78 in the 
affirmative and 25 in the regative. 

No quorum voting, 

On motionof Mr. RHETT, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tourspay, February 18, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a reso'ution of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of the Territory of lowa, pray- 
ing the passage of a law to authorize the election 
of the Governor of that Territory by the people, 
after the term of the present incumbent shall have 
expired; which was referred to the Committe on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislaiive Assembly of Wisconsin, praying the con- 
firmation of the claims of Francis Laventure; 
which was referred to the Commiitee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. also presented the copy of a correspond- 
ence in relation to the confirmation by the British 
Government of a grant of land to Jonathan Car- 
ver, by the Nodoweisa Indians, in the year 1767; 
which was ordered to be prinied. 


Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of a num- |; 


ber of citizens of Paulding county, in the State of 
Georgia, p:aying the establishment of a mail route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted an additional document 
ia relation to the memorial of tae Mayor and Com- 
mon Council of the city of Chicago; which was 
referred to the Committee on Cominerce, and or- 
dered to be puinted. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memoria! of a 
number of citizens of the State of Penasylvania, 
praying an increase of the daty on foreign si ks; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. STURGEON presented three petitions from 





207 


——— 


citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
praying the abolition of the slave trade; the mo- 
tion to receive which, was, 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. STURGEON presented eleven memorials 
against the use of bloodhounds in the Florida war; 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. 8. also presented the remonstrance of a 
number of citizens of Washington county, Penn- 
sylvania, against the admission of Texas into the 
Union; which, 

Oa motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, was laid 
on the table. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the petitien of Wil- 
liam Walker, now on file, was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which were referred 

The petition of the legal representatives of John 
G. Mackall; 

Tne petition of Abraham Williamson; and 

The mem rial of Fleming Wood; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of James B. Morgan; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr.WALKER, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of Daniel B. Bush, reporied the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. W. also, from the sare committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Juhn W. Monette; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Ala. from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to grant other lands 
to the inhabitants of townships deprived of the six- 
teenth sections by Indian reservations; which was 
read, and ordered to a second readtng. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of the heirs of James Caldwell, made an unfavo- 
rable report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which were referred : 

The petition of Gilbert Walker and N. B. Hill 

The petition of Thomas L. Bone; and 

The memorial of Wright Groom; 
made adverse reports, and asked to be dis- 
charged from the further eonsideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. M. from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of Adam D. Stewart; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the documents 
in relation to theclaim of Charles McKenzie for a 
hall-quarter section of land, were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported the following bill; which was or- 
dered to a second reading: 

AN ACT to equalize the pay and allowances of 
the officers of the line and staff of the army. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That from and after the first day of the 
month next ensuing afier the passing of this act, 
the colonels, lieutenant colonels, and majors, of 
the Corps of Engineers, the Corps of Topographi- 
cal Engineers, the Corps of Ordnance, the Quar- 
masier’s Department, and the Subsistence Depart- 
ment, be entiiled to receive forage, or money in 
lieu thereof, when forage is not furnished in kind, 


a 








. for the same number of horses enly now allowed 


to officers of corresponding grades of the artillery 
and infantry of the army. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the first day of the month next ensuing the 
passage of this act, the captains in the staff, 
corps, and departments mentioned in the preceding 
section, be allowed forage, cr money in lieu 
thereof, when forage is not furnished in kind, for 
two horses, and that the first and second lieute- 
nants of the aforesaid corps and departments, afier 
the same day, be no longer entitied to forage ‘or 
money in lieu thereof: Provided, nevertheless, That 
whenever the duties of said lieutenants shall re~ 
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quire them io be moanted, they shall be furnished 
with two horses ech, at the expense of the United 
States, and forage for the same. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the first day of the month next ensuing after 
the passing of this act, the colonels, lieutenant 
colonels, majors, and captains of the artillery and 
infantry of the army, be entitled to receive the 
same monih'y pay as is now allowed by law to 
cavalry officers of similar and corresponding 
grades; and that the first and second lieutenants of 
the several corps and departments enumerated in 
the first section of this act, and also the first and 
second lieutenants of the artillery and infantry of 
the army, be entitled to receive, each, the monthly 
pay of thirty-two dollars and twenty-six dollars 
respectively. 

ec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all acts 
or parts of acts finconsistent with the provisions of 
this act be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. P. said that it would not be proper for him, 
in the present stage of the bill, to enter upon a par- 
ticular explanation of its details; but he would take 
leave to remark generally, that it would make but 
avery trifling increase of the annual expense of 
our whole military establishment. It contem- 
plates, on the one hand, a reduction of the forage 
ration, and, on the other, an increase of the month- 
ly pay—and this was the main principle upon 
which the equalization proposed to affected was 
based. He beiieved there was no provision in the 
b.ll which the committee would not be prepared to 
vindicate, upon the ground of justice to those im- 
mediately interested, and from considerations of 
public policy. Ifhe was not greatly mistaken 
with regard to the feeling which at present exists 
among the officers of the line of the army stationed 
in Florida, along the frontier, every where, suffi- 
ciently indicated, by the mass of memorials which 
had been presented at this and the two preceding 
sessions, and if he did not greatly mistake public 
sentiment upon this subject, the legislation pro- 
posed should be regarded as not less desirable to 
the staff than to the line. He hoped the bill would 
aitract the attention of every Senator, and finally 
receive the approbation of all—because he antici- 
pated from ils passage the happiest results to 
every branch of the service. 

The adverse reports from the various committees 
on the Secretary’s table were taken up, considered, 
and agreed to. [Among these reports, was one 
from the Judiciary Committee, on the prayer of a 
number of citizens of New Orleans, praying an 
alteration of the naturalization laws, which was, 
that the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be 
granted.} 

The bill for the relief of John H. Shepard, ad- 
ministrator of Abiel Wood, was taken up on its 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolutions of the Select Committee on the 
assumption of the State debts, and the substitute 
submitied by Mr. Crirrenpen, and the amend- 
meat offered by Mr. Bucaanan, were taken up. 

Mr. NORVELL offered the following as a sub- 
stitate for Mr. Bucnanan’s amendment: 

Resolved, That while the Senate of the United 
States is fully impressed with the importance and 
correctness of the principles contained in the fore- 
going revolutions, it is not intended thereby to cre- 
ate any doubt of the constitutional right of the 
States to contract debts, nor of their resources, dis- 
position, or ability to fulfil the engagements which 
they have contracted, for purposes of internal im- 
provement, as well as for other objects within the 
rang? of their reserved powers. 

Mr. PHELPS, who was entitled to the floor on 
this subject, not being present, Mr. HUBBARD 
said that, though he would have greatly preferred 
to have followed Mr. P. he did not wish the sab- 
ject to be farther delayed; and would, therefore, 
with the leave of the Senate, proceed to submit 
the few rema:ks he intended to offer on this sub- 
ject. 


Mr. HUBBARD then proceeded at great length 
in favor of the resolutions reported by the Select 
Committee, and at the conclusion of his remarks, 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, 

The Senate adjourned. 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. Epiror: The report in the Globe of the 13th 
instant, of my remarks, made in response toa 
question of Mr. Paorrit, put to him in the course 
of his speech, is inaccurate in two points: 

Ist. In my description of the moderna Whig 

arty. 
P 24. In my remarks connected with the name of 
Mr. Cray. 

I said: “I did not belong to the Whig party; that 
the same was not to my taste; that asi understood 
the matter, it was composed of the ancient Fede- 
ral party, the fragments of obsolete and evanescent 
parties, the vanguards of nascent parties, stiug- 
gling for existence, and a few Democrats, who, 
from personal predilections, suffer themselves to 
act with them to whom they do not belong.” 

Iam reported in the Globe as having said, ihat 
from the ume when I was on the Cuay electoral 
ticket in Indiana, he (Mr, Cray] had “repudiated 
his old Democratic principles.” 
fi 1 did not say this. I am not here to discuss, or 
criticise, the political character or course of Mr. 
Cray or any other gentleman, not now before the 
couniry. What I did say was this, viz: ‘* That 
at the time when Iwas on the Clay electoral ticket in 
Indiana, Mr. Clay’s orthodoxy as a Democratic poli- 
tician had never been doubted.” 

Very respectfully, 
W. W. WICK. 
House orRerresentaTives, Feb. 17, 1840. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, Febraary 18, 1840. 

Mr. DAVIS of ladiana asked permission of the 
House to offer a resolution to extend the time for 
the reception of petitions. He had no design that 
it should interfere with the special order of the 
House: His object was to bring the House to 
some decision on the question which had been un- 
der discussion for several days past, growing out of 
the petition presented by him in relaticn to the 
Cumberland road. 1t was important to taat inte- 
rest that the time should be extended, to enable the 
discussion to proceed, and bring the Hense to a 
proper decision thereon. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia was understood to say 
that the Committee of Ways and Means had be- 
fore it a subject of the greatest importance, upon 
which they would report a bill on to-morrow ; and 
it would then be indispensable that it should be 
acted on without delay. It was in fact necessary 
todo so to furnish means to carry on the ope- 
rations of Governmeut. He was apprehensive, if 
the resolution proposed should be adopted, that it 
would interfere with the action on that bill, as well 
as others of equal importance now on the Speaxk- 
ER’s table. 

Mr. DAVIS then offered his resolution, which 
was read for the information of the House, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the time for the presentation of 
petitions be extended and continued until the Ist 
day of March. 

Ubjection was made to its reception; when 

Mr. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a call of the House: not 
ordered. 

The question was then taken on a suspension of 
the rules, and determined in the negative—yeas 91, 
nays 56. 

‘fhe SPEAKER announced that the first business 
in order was the resolution reported from the Com- 
mittee of Elections by Mr. Campseiy, chairman, 
asking the House to grapt that committee the 
privilege to have all printing done which it deemed 
necessary to facilitate the investigation of the New 
Jersey disputed election. 

The question pending when the resolation was 
Jast under consideration, was. the motion of Mr. 
Cave Jounson to amend the proposition from 
the commitiee, by authorizing that committee to 
have printed all the evidence they had collected in 
rejauon to this election. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he had been instracted 
by the committee to accept the proposition of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. W. Jonson. } 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then offered the foliow- 





ing resolution as a substitute for his former 
sition: 


Propo' 
Resolved, That all the proceedin 
before the Committee of Elections in relation? 


New Jersey election, be reported to the House 
the committee, with a statement of the name 
the individuals who received a majority of all ‘t 
votes given at the election‘ forjmembers of the 26 
Congress in that State, and that the same be pri a 
ed for the use of the House, and the due” 
have leave to have such other papers and = 
ments in relation to other contested elections pend. 
ing before them, printed by the public Printer f 
Congress. ° 

Mr. CAMPPELL of South Carolina, chairma 
of the Committee of Elections, then addressed ~ 
House until the expiration of the Morning hour a 
explanation of the course which had been ieee 
by the committee in reference to this question, 
which will be published at length hereafter, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia called for the special 
order of the day; and in execution of which, on 
his motion, ; 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the WholeJ on the siate of the Union, Mr 
Lincotn in the Chair, and tovk up the bill making 
appropriations for the payment of Revolationary 
and other pensioners of the United States for the 
year 1840. 

The questions immediately pending in commit. 
tee, when it last rese, were, the amendment to the 
bill submitted by Mr. Gartanp of Louisiana, as 
follows: 

‘Be it further enacted, That no money appro. 
priated by this act shall be placed in the hands of 
pension agents more than one month before the 
day for the semi-annual payment of pensions;” 

And the amendment of Mr. UnpErwoop to the 
same, as follows: 

‘*Each pension agent shall be allowed as com. 
pensation for his services ——— per cent. on the 
amount of money disbursed by him: Provided, That 
no pensicn agent shall receive as compensation 
more than 1,500 dollars per annum. 

“Be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful 
for any pension agent to use or apply to his own 
purposes, or to lend to any person or persons, or to 
suffer any person or persons to use, any part of the 
public moneys placed in his hands or subject to his 
control; and, if any pension agent shall violate the 
foregoing provisions of this secuon, he shall, upon 
conviction thereof before any court of competent 
jurisdiction, undergo and suffer imprisonment for a 
period of time not less than one nor more than five 
years, at the discretion of the jury convicting the 
offender.” 

A long debate here arose, as to the propriety of 
making the appropriation contained in the bill at 
that time, and as to the expediency of changing the 
mode of compensating the pension agents, in which 
Messrs. WHITE of Kentucky, JONES of Vir- 
ginia, chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, TILLINGHAST, R. GARLAND, TRIP- 
LETT, WISE, and EVANS, pariicipated, (which 
will be given hereafter,) when 

The question was taken on Mr. Unperwoon’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was Ie 
jected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Garvanp of Louisiana, another debate arose 
és to the propriety of its adoption, and whether 1t 
would not be better to passa bill at that ime, 
making a transfer of the unexpended balances from 
one head of appropriation, to be applied to others 
on which it was needed, to meet the peusions be- 
coming due in March, and to pass a subsequent bill 
appropriating a sufficient sum to meet those falling 
due. in September. Messrs. CURTIS, EVANS, 
JONES of Virg.nia, BELL, WHITE, and POPE, 
took part, when 

Mr. WHITE moved to strike out all after the 
enacting clause of the bill, for the purpose of in: 
serting the following: 

“That the Secretary of War, with the approba 
tion of the President of the United States, be, a? 
he is hereby authorized, to transfer the 
balances of appropriations heretofore made to the 
different classes of the general pension fund, 10 80) 


of those classes to which the specific appropriatl” 
may be deficient, for the purpose of meeting 
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